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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Happy New Year 2015!!! As I start the New Year I am excited by all 
that we will accomplish in the upcoming year! First thanks to all CCHS 
members, your contributions make my presidency easy and fun. I really 
appreciate everyone’s hard work. I have especially enjoyed meeting so 
many of you and getting to know you all.  

 
Special thanks to Vice President Mal Condon and the Frostbite Team. 

As many of you already know Mal and several hardy volunteers 
winterized the hydrangeas at Heritage Museums & Gardens.  To date they 
worked on some of the coldest days of the year, so THANK YOU! THANK 
YOU! THANK YOU!  

 
More thanks to Joan Brazeau for setting up the gardens and 

volunteers for The First Annual Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival. Thanks 
also go to all the CCHS Members who are generously planning to open 

their gardens for the Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival. For those of you who have not heard, the Cape Cod 
Hydrangeas Festival is a Cape wide event sponsored by the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce. From July 10 to 
July 19 it will be HYDRANGEAS everywhere. As more info gets out, I will be sure to share. 

 
As you all know, I am all about letting everyone know what is going on, so please mark your calendars for 

these upcoming events: 
 

2015 CCHS DATES 
 
May 2   10:00 Saturday   CCHS Spring Meeting Harwich Community Center 

                           Speaker: Chris Gaydos, Green Leaf Nursery 
      Topic: New Hydrangeas 
 

July 10-19      First Annual Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival 
July 10   Friday    CCHS Open Gardens CCHF -Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival 
July 11   Saturday   CCHS Open Gardens CCHF 
 
July 14, 15, & 16     Hydrangea Conference Heritage Museums & Gardens 
 
July 17   Friday    CCHS Open Gardens CCHF 
July 18   Saturday    CCHS Open Gardens CCHF 
 
September 26  10:00 Saturday    Fall Meeting Harwich Community Center 

                           Speaker: Ann Smith, Harvest of Barnstable 
      Topic: Design with Hydrangeas 
 

October 7  Wednesday    Annual Dinner 
 

  
 

Enjoy the winter wherever you are! 
Thanks, 
Jeanie 
 
 
 



MAL’S CORNER 
 

                               

As I type this edition of my ‘Corner’ on the morning of January 24, Mary Kay and I are in Florida having 
arrived yesterday via Jet Blue. We’ll be here for a week visiting with both of our brothers and then off to 
daughter Carol’s ‘sweet spot’ on Long Island in the Bahamas. You know the drill - ‘it’s a dirty job but somebody 
- - ‘ Last week we traveled to Baltimore to attend MANTS - the Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show held annually 
in early January in that city’s inner harbor district. It’s a ‘biggy’ as trade shows go with hundreds of plant and 
equipment vendors exhibiting their wares in a well-organized layout. Part of our effort was joining up with Dr. 
Mike Dirr to promote the Hydrangeas 2015 Conference and enlist conference sponsors. We also visited with 
old associates and friends, met some new ones, and came away with a couple of interesting ‘wrinkles’ we might 
use in our Yarmouth Port nursery. And, we left YP in good fashion - both home and garden / nursery areas. 
Now that the former project is virtually complete I’ve been busy working on the latter. The new nursery shed is 
finished and the new greenhouse will be erected in March. Most of our in-ground Hydrangea macrophyllas are 
winter protected and that’s my Corner subject for this newsletter edition. 

Winter Protection 

I hate to start a commentary with an apology but please accept my delay in sharing this info with you. Those of 
you who were present at our Fall Meeting heard my short presentation on this important subject and this is a 
written follow-up. 

First and foremost, this is strictly an H.macrophylla issue. This most loved species is also the least winter 
hardy. All the other species grown in our region are comparatively bullet-proof in terms of cold hardiness as we 
saw this past summer and fall with strong blooming performance from the arborescens and paniculatas in 
particular. So you can confine your WP effort just to your macs! And especially to your new plantings and those 
that are known to be more cold-sensitive varieties - like ‘Fuji Waterfall’, ‘Ayesha’, and many of the new series 
from Ball Ornamentals & Plants Nouveau. 

You received my recent email regarding the extensive macrophylla protection wrapping the CCHS work teams 
performed at Heritage. For large plants this is the only reasonable way to provide some exclusion to the ravages 
of winter cold and wind. 

For home gardens we’re concerned with the newest and smallest macs. There are a number of protection bags 
now available on-line that are sewn from frost-cloth like material with drawstring closure at the open end. I 



purchased a few of them for trial but found they were too flimsy on their own to provide appropriate 
protection. Over the many years I’ve been practicing WP, my preference for the protection device remains the 
wire cage. This hardware cloth is available at Home Depot & Lowes; sold in rolls, the rectangular openings are 
2” x 3” or 2” x 4” and the available widths are 24”, 36”, and 48”, and in 50’ and 100’ lengths. The lowest cost 
approach is the simple galvanized wire. 

The cage is easy to construct - cut lengths of the wire in 42” to 48” (21 to 24, 2” spaces) sections and form a 
circle with a one 2” section overlap and secure with 5 or 6 common plastic band-ties / cable-ties. The cage is 
strongest if the ‘rectangular openings’ are in the vertical direction. Most of you may well have fewer than (10) 
cages to create; It takes 10 minutes to cut and form the cage and 15 minutes to wrap the cage with frost-cloth or 
burlap and secure it to the cage. The accompanying photos show some of the essential details. 

 Wrapped cages         Tie plants first          ‘Twist’ cages to sink into soil  

 

 ‘Pin’ cages into soil             Cage in place around plant 

 

 Fill cage with pine straw or saltmarsh hay     Tie top of frost cloth with cable-tie 

 

  Wrapped and filled cage  



  Un-wrapped filled cage (rear); Wrapped, un-filled cage (front) 

Cold Hardiness - Winter Weather 2015 

So far, this winter has been a moderate one temperature-wise. We did get quite cold two weeks ago when the 
morning low in many areas of the Cape fell to 3 degrees. But by the next morning the temp had risen above 
freezing. So there’s been no extended cold as yet. Some snow can be helpful as it insulates the plant crown and 
eliminates the critical drying effect of the cold winds - just as wrapping the plants does. Other positive 
comments - comparing 2015 to 2014 - is that we had considerable rainfall this past November and December 
when the plants entered dormancy so the root systems had good moisture retention levels. The same months 
the year before were very dry - and I believe this factor contributed significantly to the overall winter damage 
and poor flowering of 2014. 

Time will tell us. But so far I’m optimistic about this year. On good days, do venture out in your garden for a 
look at your plants - see how the buds are faring, has there been stem decline or obvious dying, etc. Joan 
Harrison and her Winter Damage Committee would very much appreciate your responses come April and May. 
And your hands won’t even get dirty. All our best, 

Mary Kay & Mal Condon 

 

 

 

 
A SNOWY WINTER REASSURANCE 
 
These photos are here to remind you that, all 

current signs notwithstanding,  
winter will NOT last forever! 



DECORATED CHRISTMAS TREES AT HERITAGE 

Several CCHS members went over to Heritage Gardens in late fall to help decorate two Christmas trees; our 
contribution to the beautiful holiday display they create. Our tree designer and organizer-in-chief was Joan 
Brazeau who, as usual, came up with great designs. The trees featured dried hydrangeas spray-painted silver, 
gold, and cranberry, with the cranberry ones tucked inside little Nantucket baskets. The painting team of Joan 
Brazeau, Donna Laemmle, Didi McKimmey, and Mary Ann Tessier also painted oyster shells to complete the 
Cape Cod effect on the trees. 

 

                                            Pat Vigliorolo, Joan Brazeau, and Jean Poupart       Photo by Joan Harrison 

 

 

The perfect Valentine’s Day arrangement would  
HAVE to include hydrangeas with roses, right? 
 

                                                     
 
Hope you all had a wonderful Valentine’s Day! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



FEATURED HYDRANGEA: BloomStruck™ 
 

In the last newsletter we added a new section; a feature piece on one 
particular variety of hydrangea. The one selected for this issue was 
introduced in 2014 and looks to be a real winner. H.m.BloomStruck™ 
is the newest member of the Endless Summer® Collection of 
reblooming hydrangeas. BloomStruck has a mounded habit, red-
purple stems and dark green leaves. Your newsletter editor saw in a 
recent edition of the Mid-South Hydrangea Society’s newsletter a 
report on winter damage by Michael Dirr. He showed a picture of 
BloomStruck filled with flowers in the same year it had been killed to 
the ground so it appears to be living up to its reblooming reputation.  
All of the varieties in the Endless Summer Collection have been 
planted at Heritage, across from our display garden, so we will have a 

good opportunity to evaluate them for ourselves this summer. The photos above and below appear on the 
Endless Summer website. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

           BloomStruck™ 
 
          
 
 
 

Jim Reynolds’ Garden  
Osterville – Summer 2014 

 

Last summer many members enjoyed a tour of Jim Reynolds’ garden in Osterville where they were treated 
to beautiful garden areas and interesting gardening tips by a real enthusiast. Due to space limitations in the 
newsletter, we haven’t been able to include this report until now. With snow and ice the norm it seems like a 
good time to remind everyone of the beauty of Cape Cod in the summer. Many thanks to Sandra Labriola and 
Joyce Jenks for submitting pictures and commentary. (I know at least one other person did too but I have 
misfiled that report. My apologies to the kind person who took the time to answer my call for pictures.) Sandra 
Labriola provided the following information.  

 
Jim explained to us that the developer who designed the neighborhood hired a landscape architect to lay out 
the home sites.  The architect incorporated common areas that contain trees and gardens.  Jim raised the 
land that his home is on by 13~feet.  Many of his gardens sit somewhat below his home site.  Jim is on 3-1/2 
acres.  Many of his "garden rooms" are viewed beautifully from his home.  Jim has developed his gardens by 
trial and error.  He is very honest about his successes and his less successful endeavors. I would describe Jim 



as an enthusiast about everything he does.  He lives life enthusiastically and seems to have a lot of interests.  
In addition to Master Gardener, Jim is also a "birder" and while we were there, we saw a red tailed hawk 
sitting very close on a low tree branch. 

Photo by Sandra Labriola 

Photo by Sandra Labriola  

 
The following photos and commentary are by 
Joyce Jenks. 
 
 

Here are some of the vast lawns in front of the house.  

Jim purposely leaves lots of clover so the rabbits will 

eat IT instead of his garden plants. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Jim points to some of hundreds of hostas on the property.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
City Line series in front of back patio area. 
(Not many hydrangeas in bloom due to winter.) 

 

 

 

 

Jim’s man-made pond. Spectacular,large 

 property....a privilege to see with a gracious, down-

to-earth host explaining his gardener techniques 

and philosophies.  He cares for it all himself with no 

landscaper help. 

 

 

  

Grassed walkway to his dock and beach. 

  

 

 

 



 

                  
 
 

SPRING GARDENING CATALOGS 
It helps the winter-weary spirit to browse gardening catalogs with their glowing descriptions accompanying 
beautifully pictured plants. Your newsletter editor has just had a satisfying browse through the spring issue of a 
catalog from Bluestone Perennials and decided to share a few hydrangea entries with you. Go to 
www.bluestoneperennials.com for more information about these plants and to see the rest of their hydrangea 
collection. 

 

        
Hydrangea serrata Twirligig™ 
Rich pink central nuggets are surrounded by a twirling skirt of soft pink petals. Showy full blossoms are not affected by cold temps in spring. Very reliable rebloom. Mountain Hydrangea are 

strong rebloomers on both old and new wood. Compact habit. Autumn foliage provides additional interest with rich bronze red tones. 

                                                      

Hydrangea paniculata Pillow Talk™ 

A delightful sequence of blossom color – each as welcome as the previous. Large, full blooms start out bright lime green, mature to purest white, and then blush to pink as the summer wanes. 

Upright sturdy stems and excellent cold hardiness.  

As most of you know, our beloved member, Rita Drogo, died 
in April of 2014. We asked her daughter, Dianne, if she would 
send us some of Rita’s recipes to include in our organization’s 
cookbook. She very kindly did so and we sent a copy of the 
completed cookbook to her family by way of recognition and 
thanks. 

I received a lovely note of thanks from Dianne directed to all 
members of the Cape Cod Hydrangea Society. The card said, in 
part, “Thank you so much for your kindness and sympathy at a 
time when it was deeply appreciated.” This was signed “The 
Family of Rita F. Drogo”. 

      
Joan Harrison 

http://www.bluestoneperennials.com/


     

 

                     

Hydrangea quercifolia Gatsby Star™ 

Each sparkling floret is a five-pointed, double star joining together in a ball of lacy splendor. Very eye catching. A carefree North American native. Proven Winners selections are trialed and 

tested to be colorful, long blooming, carefree and easy to grow. The Gatsby Series™ includes new varieties developed by Douglas and Brenda Hill of Cleveland, Alabama destined to be as 

classic as their literary namesake. Showy and carefree. See Gatsby Gal™ and Gatsby Moon™ for additional choices from this stunning series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 
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South Dennis, MA 02660 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Hydrangea macrophylla Blue Jangles 
A new color for this series with rich blue mophead flowers on compact plants. Its 

sturdy structure is great for containers or your garden bed. This reblooming series 

loves to ‘dance’ in your landscape. Blue will be most intense in acidic soils. 

The Let’s Dance® Hydrangea Series raises the bar of reblooming hydrangea with 

improved vivid flower color and extra attractive foliage. H. Blue Jangles blooms on 

both old wood and new growth to produce flowers giving resistance to late freezes and 

an extended bloom season. Perfect for cut or dried flower arrangements. Prefers 

dappled shade or morning sun with afternoon shade. Color can be affected by soil pH. 


