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Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 
PO Box 681, South Dennis, MA  02660    

 
Winter, 2008  

 

     
                                                                                                                Photo by Joan Harrison    

 

Noteworthy Chatham Hydrangeas    
 

 
  During the cold winter months it’s nice to be reminded of the joys of summer, especially 
the joys of hydrangeas in their full glory.  This wonderful house with its front walk lined with 
blue mopheads has been featured in many publications including Michael Dirr’s book 
Hydrangeas for American Gardens.   We who live on the Cape are lucky to be able to see this 
wonderful display for ourselves.  The house is located on Shore Road in Chatham, on the same 
side of the street as the Chatham Bars Inn.  The photo above was taken in late July a few years 
ago around 9am, a good time of day to view it without lots of traffic going by.   
 
  Winter is a good time to dream about what we want to accomplish in our own gardens in 
the coming year.  We are excited about starting our first full year as a society and hope to bring 
you the kind of information you need to guide you in plant selection, placement and care.  We 
encourage members to contact us with questions and comments.  And we look forward to seeing 
all of you in the spring! 
 

 
New email address: 

   capecodhydrangeasociety@hotmail.com
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Hydrangeas & Companions 
   Text and photos by Joan Harrison 
 

Hydrangeas, as we all know, are wonderful plants in 
their own right.  They don’t need to be paired with other 

plants to look their best.  The right variety of hydrangea 

in the right place makes a great specimen plant.  Group 

many of the same variety together and the results can 

be spectacular as you can see in the cover photo.  I 
have seen stunning drifts of mopheads lining driveways, 

draped over fences, and gracefully accenting the edges 

of lawns. 

 

 That said, I have been occasionally stopped in 

my tracks when spotting particularly pleasing 
combinations.  This is a good time of year to mention 

them since many (all?) of us are pouring over garden 

catalogues and dreaming dreams of gardens we hope to 

create soon.   
 

 
 

 You’ll be happy if you pair the sedum ‘Autumn 
Joy’ with mopheads.  Just when the mopheads are 

starting to fade into their wonderful antique shades in 

the fall, the sedum starts to bloom and take on color.  I 

watched this combination in my South Yarmouth 

garden over several weeks in the fall and was delighted 
with the constantly changing display as both 

hydrangeas and sedum changed color.   
 

 
 

     In the same bed I 

have deep purple spray 

asters which intermix 
wonderfully with both 

hydrangeas and sedum.  

The combination works 

with both blue and pink 

hydrangeas. 

 

 
 

      For big impact in 

the summer garden, 

combine mophead 

hydrangeas with 

daylilies.  I particularly 
like the combination of 

blue mopheads with 

yellow daylilies as seen 

below. 

 

 
 

   Since hydrangeas and 

daylilies bloom at the 

same time, this is a 
natural pairing. 

 

Your favorites? 
 

   What combinations 

work in your garden? 

Tell us so we can share 

the information with all 

members.  A picture is 
not necessary but, of 

course, it would be a 

treat if you have a good 

picture to share. 
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Display Garden     
Update 

 
On October 4, 2007 
seven of us met 

with Jeanie Gillis, 
Horticulture 
Director at Heritage 

Gardens where we 
were treated to an 

overview of the 
gardens and chose 
the site for the 

hydrangea display 
garden. Since that 
time work has 

proceeded in both 
garden design and 

site preparation.  
One of our goals is 
to display the best 

varieties for the 
Cape Cod garden.  
We hope it will 

become a rich 
resource for both 

Cape Cod residents 
and visitors alike. 
At our spring 

meeting we plan to 
provide a further 

update along with 
information about 
how you can 

become involved in 
establishing and 
maintaining this 

new garden. 
Wouldn’t you like to 

get in on the ground 
floor? 

 

 
 

 

Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 

Contact Information 
 

Mailing address 
PO Box 681 

South Dennis, MA  02660 

 
Email address 

capecodhydrangeasociety 

 @hotmail.com 

 
Phone 

508-468-7869 
 

************************ 

 
Officers 
President 

Joan Harrison 

Vice President 
Nancy Larned 

Secretary 
Elizabeth Payne 

Treasurer 
Betty Hann 

 

Board of Directors 
Joy Bogstad 

Joan Brazeau 

Judy Deal 
Rita Drogo 

Joan McCurdy 

Carol Swirbalus 
Mary Anne Tessier 

 

Mission Statement 
To increase our own knowledge of hydrangeas 

and to share what we have learned for the 
benefit of the entire Cape Cod community. 
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First International Hydrangea 

Conference 
Ghent, Belgium 

August 16-19, 2007 
 

Report and photos by Joan Harrison 
 

 Last summer I was lucky enough to 

attend this conference jointly organized by the 
Belgian Hydrangea Society and the Ghent 
University Botanical Garden. Participants 

included renowned researchers, growers, 
authors, and collectors in the world of 

hydrangeas.  The conference setting was the 
University of Ghent where participants were 
treated to speakers in the lecture hall, 

workshops on plant propagation and 
fertilization in laboratory settings, beautiful 

displays of hydrangeas and hydrangea-related 
products in the gathering hall and tours of 
area gardens featuring hydrangeas.  

 
 Representatives from Belgium, France, 
Germany, Japan, Italy, Nepal, New Zealand, 

the U.K., Switzerland, The Netherlands and 
the United States joined forces to work toward 

the common goals of enhancing 
communication among hydrangea experts 
from all domains and identifying new botanical 

and horticultural challenges. 
 

 Lecture sessions were organized around 
these themes: 

 Collectors and Collecting 

 Advances in Systematics 

 Advances in Breeding 

 Cultivation Techniques 

 Pot Plants and Cut Flowers 

 Garden Plants 

 Cultivar Registration & Trade Names 

 

Several speakers made presentations 
during each of the sessions.  The session on 

Garden Plants, for instance, included Wouter 
Kromhout of The Netherlands (“Growing 

Nursery Stock for a 
Constantly 

Changing Market”), 
Didier Boos of 

France (“Niche 
Products for 
Connoisseurs”), 

Christophe 
Neinhuis of 
Germany (“From Pot 

to Garden”) and our 
own Mal Condon 

whose Nantucket 
Hydrangea Farm is 
internationally 

known as it is one 
of the largest 

collections in the 
eastern United 
States. Mal 

addressed the topic 
“Is There a Market 
for 200+ Hydrangea 

Cultivars?” 
 

 As an 
amateur enthusiast, 
I can tell you I felt 

overwhelmed with 
information and felt 
inadequate to the 

task of absorbing it 
all.  I thought the 

delegation from the 
Mid-South 
Hydrangea Society 

was lucky to be able 
to split up in order 

to cover events 
happening 
simultaneously 

while I had to 
choose between 
lectures (all topics I 

wanted to learn 
more about) and
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workshops (ditto).  I 
was impressed with 

the preparation and 
organization of the 

Mid-South group 
which is based in 
Memphis, 

Tennessee.  Their 
delegates included 
current President 

Linda Orton, past 
President Linda 

Lanier, Vice-
President and 
Newsletter 

coordinator 
Caroline Brown, 

Treasurer Kennon 
Hampton and 
member Molly 

Hampton.  These 
are all delightful 
people who 

generously offered 
any assistance they 

can to help the 
Cape Cod 
Hydrangea Society 

get up and running.  
This kind of 
networking is, of 

course, one of the 
many benefits (and 

pleasures) of 
attending such 
conferences. 

      
      

 
 
 

 

 
One of the glorious paniculatas at Destelbergen 

 
 

A highlight of the conference was a tour of the 
Belgian Hydrangea Society’s collection of over 
600 botanical species and cultivars at 

Destelbergen.  On a beautiful sunny blue sky 
day we were treated to a guided tour by Luc 
Balemans, chief organizer of the international 

conference.  Many of the mopheads and 
lacecaps were past their prime (still beautiful 

nevertheless) but the paniculatas were in full 
stunning glory.  I would have been happy to 
see that collection alone; it was quite 

impressive both in terms of the number of 
cultivars and the health and vigor of the 

specimen plants. 
 

 
Luc Balemans, introducing us to H.paniculata 

‘Satellite Dish’.
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The Shamrock Collection 
 
     The grand finale of the conference was a 

trip to The Shamrock Collection in France, the 
largest collection of hydrangeas in the world  
with over 1200 cultivars.  Their stated purpose 

includes research about new varieties, 
identification, the comparison of plants’ 

growing behavior, and the dissemination of 
knowledge on an international level. 
 

 
Our tour guide, Robert Mallet 

 

 Robert Mallet is a third-generation plant 
enthusiast who, with his wife, Corinne Mallet, 

created the Shamrock Collection, France’s 
national collection.  The pouring rain didn’t 
dampen his enthusiasm for describing 

countless varieties throughout the garden and 
answering the many questions from his 

equally enthusiastic listeners. 
 The garden is laid out in a succession of  
curved beds based on geographical origin (by 

country of the breeders or where the plants 
were collected in the wild).  Moreover, 
important plant breeders have been given their 

own beds with the plants displayed in 
chronological order when possible.  Shade in 

the woodland garden is provided primarily by 
paulownia (empress) trees. 
 

 

 
Robert Mallet and 
Michael Dirr at the North 
American garden. 

 
 
 

 
Glyn Church with the 
hydrangea named for 
him by Corinne Mallet: 

Hydrangea serrata ‘Glyn 
Church’. 
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SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR SPRING 
MEETING 

 
Saturday, May 10, 2008  10am 

Harwich Community Center 
 

 

  
Writers of books about 
hydrangeas at the 

Shamrock Collection: 

Glyn Church  (New 

Zealand), Michael Dirr 

(United States) and 

Corinne Mallet 
(France). Corinne 

Mallet is largely 

responsible for 

assembling the 

Shamrock Collection. 
 

A conference like 

this fosters learning 
in wonderful 
settings with 

interesting people.  
Organizers are 

hoping the second 
international 
conference will be 

held in Japan in 
2010.  Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if the 

Cape Cod 
Hydrangea Society 

could send a large 
delegation?  There 
will be beautiful 

gardens to tour, 
much to learn and 

hydrangea 
enthusiasts from all 
over the world to 

meet.  If you are at 
all interested, start 
saving now! 

 
 

 

 
Sally Gregson of Mill Cottage Plants in England 

conducts a workshop on plant propagation at the 

international hydrangea conference in Belgium. 

 

 
RECOMMENDED WEBSITE 

www.millcottageplants.co.uk 
Click on list of hydrangea varieties for good pictures 

and descriptions of many cultivars. 

There is a particularly lovely lacecap called ‘Blaumeise’ 

located on page 2. 
 

 

WANTED: 
WEB DESIGNER 

If you know how to design a website and 
would be willing to design one for the Cape 

Cod Hydrangea Society, please contact us!  
This is a high priority as we try to get our 

organization off to a good start! 
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No Matter How You Say It, Hydrangeas Are Wonderful! 
 

While on the coach ride to France to tour the Shamrock Collection I fell 
into conversation with a member of the Belgian contingent.  I asked him 

how to say “Hydrangeas are wonderful” in Flemish. His response was 
immediate: “Hydrangeas zijn prachtig.”  The first word was pronounced 

hee-drang-ee-ahs.  Easy. The second word sounded like “zane”. No 

problem. Ah, but “prachtig”!  I can’t begin to describe my difficulties with 
this challenging collection of consonants. On paper it looks easy, but 

trying to duplicate the sounds was, for me, quite impossible.  My 
companion took pity on me. It would be easier, he told me, to say 

hydrangeas are beautiful:  “hydrangeas zijn mooi”. (“mooi” is pronounced 

moy.) Even I could say that. And did, many times that day while touring 
the Shamrock Collection!  (Thank you, Koen Camelbeck.) 

 

WE WANT YOUR HYDRANGEA QUESTIONS 
Please send us any questions you have about hydrangeas. We will begin 

answering them in the spring newsletter.   
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 

P.O. Box 681 

South Dennis, MA  02660 


