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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

Fall 2021
A glorious fall on Cape Cod: some rain, moderate temperatures, and sun. Topped off,  
we must admit, by some wild winds at the end of October! Our gardens suffered in the 
summer from excessive heat and no rain, but now we are getting a little reblooming  
and antiquing.

We are just finding our way as your new co-presidents.  
We would like to introduce everyone to our executive 
board and committee chairs. Linda McNeilly is our new 
vice president; Abby Menard is our new treasurer, with  
Peter Berrien continuing as co-treasurer. Donna Laemmle 
is our new membership chairman. Carolyn Weiss will  
continue as secretary.  

We share with all of you a huge thank you to Linda Coven, 
Pat Vigliorolo, and Rick Murray as they leave the board,  
but not CCHS. They will be with us in other capacities. 

Please see the list of our hard-working committee chairs on the last page of this news-
letter. All of these committee chairs need help. Please step up and get involved!

Two other pieces of news: First, COLEwebdev is our new website company with an  
upgrade launch planned for early December. Second, CCHS has joined with the Dennis 
Village Garden Club to create an entry garden for FORWARD, a Cape Cod not-for-profit 
housing community for adults living with autism.  

We will keep you posted about upcoming events and programs. We hope to schedule a 
virtual meeting with a speaker in early winter. We have reserved the Harwich Community 
Center in 2022 for our Spring (May 16) and Fall (September 24) General Meetings, COVID 
restrictions permitting. We look forward to future Lunch Bunch gatherings in the summer 
(dates and gardens to be announced) as well as the Hydrangea Festival garden tours.

As we assume our new job as your co-presidents, we want everyone to know we  
welcome any ideas, advice, or gripes which you may have. Please contact us at any 
time. We are anxious to hear from anyone who has something to contribute.

Best wishes for the holidays ahead. Stay healthy and be happy!

Joyce Halpert Emily Woudenberg
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In 1621, the Plymouth colonists and Wampanoag Native Americans shared 
an autumn harvest feast that is acknowledged today as one of the first  
Thanksgiving celebrations in the colonies. Since that time, various  
Thanksgiving traditions have developed in our country. For me,  
it is the perfect time to reflect on all the many people who have  
been helpful to me in the previous year, for which I am most  
appreciative.

The quarterly CCHS newsletter is the work product of both members  
and non-members. My sincere thanks to the following people listed 
below for contributing articles to the newsletter over the last year.

I’m always glad for new offers of help.  If you like to write, why not volunteer for 
a newsletter assignment? It’s easy—just contact me at suzanneboas@gmail.com. 

Happy Thanksgiving!

In Appreciation of CCHS Newsletter Contributors 
by Suzanne Boas

Taylor Boas  

Mary Bowker 

Joan Brazeau 

Marcia Chapman 

Bill Cohen 

Mal Condon 

Linda Coven 

Pat Daly 

Dr. Michael Dirr 

Joyce Halpert 

Barbara Marsala 

John Posey 

Tonia St. Germain 

Russ Norton 

Dan Pessoni 

Kelli Rodda 

Sharon Taylor 

Hillary Thompson 

Pat Viglioro 

Tim Wood 

Emily Woudenberg

Past Co-Presidents Pat Vigliorolo (l) and Linda Coven (r) 
were recently honored with paintings of the new  
fountain in the CCHS display garden at Heritage. 

A significant expansion of the display garden took place 
during their presidency.

Thank you ladies 
for your service to  
the Cape Cod  
Hydrangea Society. 

2021 Newsletter Contributors

CCHS Past Co-Presidents Honored

mailto:suzanneboas@gmail.com


Member in the Spotlight 
by Pat Daly

JoAnn Trautmann...The Sky’s the Limit
JoAnn Trautmann recently returned to her native Massachusetts, 
dividing her time between the Cape and Hastings-on-Hudson, 
NY, but it took many miles on airplanes to get here.

JoAnn, who was born into a large family, was raised and  
educated in Massachusetts. She spent her junior year of college 
abroad as an English major/French minor. That is when she 
caught the travel bug which led her to employment with Pan 
American World Airways. During her 18-year career with Pan 
Am, she was selected to fly White House press corps charters  
as well as to recruit and train flight attendants.

Pan Am’s desirable international route structure appealed to 
Delta Air Lines. When Pan Am ceased operations in 1991, Delta 
hired one-third of Pan Am’s senior and largely language- 

qualified flight attendants. JoAnn was among those employees and remained with  
Delta for 28 years as a flight purser, or lead attendant, on international flights. In 2020, 
she “clipped her flying wings,” completing 46 years of combined service!

In addition to travel, JoAnn has always had an interest in horticulture, due in part to  
her father, who was the Superintendent of Forestry and Parks in Marlborough, Mass.  
Home ownership and some unsuccessful gardening ventures prompted her to enroll  
in certification courses at the New York Botanical Garden. JoAnn also completed Cornell 
University’s Master Gardener Program. Her volunteer work with that program for five 
years led to a staff position. For eight years she trained and coordinated programming  
for new master gardeners in Westchester County, NY, working part-time, while also flying 
a full schedule for Delta on weekends.

Retirement has planted JoAnn’s feet firmly on the ground. Her gardening background led 
to employment at Beacon Gardens in Osterville. In addition, she and neighbor, Michelle 
Baker, joined CCHS and coordinated the docent volunteers for this past summer’s highly 
successful Hydrangea Festival.

With work commitments behind her,  
the sky is truly the limit as JoAnn embarks 
on this next chapter of her life. Hopefully, 
the next chapter will include continued  
participation in CCHS!
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“And myriad leaves, on which 
           the Summer wrote 
Her blushing farewell,  
      at my feet were strown.” 

—Albert Laighton



Members in the Spotlight 
by Pat Daly

Linda McNeilly...A Sense of Joy and Comfort
Gardening side by side with her grandparents and later with her son 
are cherished memories for Linda McNeilly. For her, working in the 
garden has provided both joy and comfort.

Linda was born and raised in Quincy, MA and graduated from 
Bridgewater State University. In 1988 she and her husband moved  
to Bridgewater to work as IT specialists at the university, at Stonehill 
College, and at the Community College of Rhode Island.

Having developed a keen interest in gardening, Linda rolled up her 
sleeves and began digging in the dirt at the first home the couple  
bought in Bridgewater. She maintained and managed the established  
gardens of this property, but a move to a new home in 2002 provided 
a different challenge: a blank canvas. This new property, where she 
presently resides, needed to be landscaped.

Developing and tending her gardens has played a significant role in Linda’s life. As a  
cancer survivor, she found solace in her gardening efforts while she was ill and more  
recently found comfort there as well while coping with the loss of her husband. Gardening 
proved very therapeutic in navigating through these difficult and challenging times.

These life experiences have caused Linda to be less concerned with that errant weed or 
slightly drooping flower; instead, she takes delight in the beauty that surrounds her as 
she finds it. However, she could not ignore the struggling hydrangeas in her garden. 
That led her to Heritage Gardens where she volunteered to help prune hydrangeas  
under the supervision of curator Mal Condon. In her own words, after volunteering 
she was “hooked!” Now, multiple hydrangeas, particularly paniculatas, are scattered 
throughout her property. Additionally, she has incorporated a large collection of  
daylilies and hostas inspired by CCHS member Dan Pessoni.

An invitation by CCHS docents during the Hydrangea Festival prompted 
Linda to join our society. As a member of her local garden club, Linda  
frequently shares her garden with the public during garden tours.  
Enthusiastic about our society’s garden activities, she has already  
hosted a Lunch Bunch at her home, joined the Heritage maintenance  
team, and even agreed to serve as  
the CCHS Vice-President for the  
coming year.

Linda, welcome to our gardens!
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Member in the Spotlight 
by Pat Daly

“Autumn repays the earth the  
         leaves which summer lent it.” 

—Georg Christoph Lichtenberg



In the 40 years I have been a member of societies and clubs, a 
fact that never changes is that 10% of the members do 100% of 
the work. The Cape Cod Hydrangea Society is no exception. I’d  
like to thank our 10% who support and keep growing our society.

Even with more than 200 members, it is always a push to get 
enough docents to support our Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival’s  
open gardens, especially our Heritage Display and Test Gardens. 
I would particularly like to thank one docent for several years 
of her support in my garden in Orleans.  

On the day my garden is open, no one gets into Orleans without seeing one of our 15 
signs located on every road coming into town. Placing these signs begins at 9:00 a.m. 
and if it wasn’t for Sue Fischler, docent extraordinaire, it would be impossible for me to 
place so many signs around town. She walks up hills, dodges traffic, and is patient at 
intersections. When we finally return to my garden, she takes charge in setting things up 
and welcomes visitors until 4:00 p.m., when she does the traffic dodging all over again. 
Then she helps clean up, brings tables and chairs back to the garage and does all the 
financial accounting. It is always well after 5:00 p.m. before she leaves to go home.

Thank you, Sue, and all the people who make our society so successful. In most cases, 
unfortunately, their efforts go unnoticed. I, for one, notice what they do.

A Well-Deserved Thank You 
by Dan Pessoni
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This year during our garden tours we sold the first ever 2022  
Cape Cod Hydrangea Society calendar. We were delighted that 
it met with enthusiasm and strong sales.

The calendar provides a monthly guide to growing and 
caring for hydrangeas. The information was provided by  
our own Mal Condon, with photography by Joan Harrison.

We are already selecting photos from 
this year’s garden tour to appear in the 
2023 calendar. If you didn’t get one of  
the 2022 calendars, make sure you look 
for a 2023 calendar during next year’s  
Hydrangea Festival.

Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 2022 Calendar is a Winner! 
by Joan Brazeau

Dan Pessoni’s Garden 
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Arriving on Cape Cod in the summer of 2019, my wife and I were stunned by 
the beauty of the region’s hydrangeas and eagerly anticipated incorporating 
them into our own landscape. Unfortunately, while my Jersey roots prepared 
me well to grow tomatoes and basil, I was clueless with regard to hydrangeas. 
Success in this endeavor was going to require going back to school. Fortunately,  
joining the Cape Cod Hydrangea Society opened up resources that were 
both amazingly useful and somewhat intimidating. I quickly learned that in 
order to truly learn the mysteries of the hydrangea, I would have to get my 
hands dirty.

The People 
I was warmly welcomed by the Diggermen, a group of volunteers at Heritage  
Museums & Gardens, and was immediately struck by both their talents as  
gardeners and their passion for growing hydrangeas. This is a diverse group of 
men hailing from both on and off the Cape and with professional backgrounds 
that are as varied as their horticultural experience, which ranges from hydrangea 
newbie (me) to 40+ years as a nursery owner/operator. It was just day one  
for me but watching Diggermen excitedly sharing photos and stories of their 
hydrangea successes, and failures, gave me a good feeling that I was in the 
right place.

The Diggermen are typically asked to work one morning a week, but it is  
recognized that as volunteers, we work only as our schedules permit. Our  
season generally runs from mid-April to mid-October, and we typically work 

My Year with the Diggermen
by Bill Cohen

cont’d

From L-R: Bennett Ojserkis, Diggerman; Paul Keohan, Diggerman;  
Andrew Bourke, Heritage Hort Staff; Bill Cohen, Diggerman;  
Rick Murray, Diggerman; Barry Guryan, Diggerman; Brian Razzano, 
Heritage Hort Staff; Brendan Russo, Heritage Hort Staff.
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Diggermen cont’d

on Wednesday and/or Thursday. There are no explicit requirements to be a  
Diggerman but, in my opinion, a modest level of fitness is essential. This is not  
to equate fitness with physical strength, however. One of the first lessons you 
will learn as a Diggerman is that brains usually prevail over brawn. 

Good technique, and you will learn from the best, combined with the right 
tools, with which Heritage is well equipped, will allow you to negotiate just 
about any challenge. The one non-negotiable part of the job is that you will 
get dirty; if you have an outdoor shower, you’re ahead of the game.

Membership in this group is hardly exclusive and given the number 
of strong and brilliant female gardeners I’ve met in the CCHS  
and at the Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival, I’m shocked that the 
“men” in Diggermen hasn’t long been retired. The work can be 
physically challenging, but every project includes a range of 
activities that are less demanding, and no one is expected to  
take on a task that would make them feel uncomfortable.

The Job 
Each Tuesday we receive a text message from Mal  
Condon, Curator of Hydrangeas at Heritage, and de  
facto head Diggerman. The text from October 5 is fairly  
representative of Mal’s plans for a given week. On  
October 6, five Diggermen (including Mal) wrapped up 
most of that work before noon and with any luck, the  
payoff will be a spectacular Annabelle/Incrediball display 
next summer at the entrance to the display garden.

While the routine tasks like planting, pruning, and trans-
planting are vital to the long-term success of Heritage’s 
hydrangeas, they lack the “wow” factor of some of the  
special projects the Diggermen have worked on over  
the last year. The highlights in my opinion:

• The test garden expansion was underway long before
my arrival, but this was a massive project and the
opportunity to make even a small contribution—
mainly planting hydrangeas and installing irrigation
around the serpentine path—was for me a great entrée
into the group.

• The construction of a “pot-in-pot” bed in the display
garden highlights a technique that many newer CCHS
members were introduced to earlier this year. “Pot-in-pot”
is particularly suitable for space-limited gardens and
may provide an opportunity to lessen the impact of late
spring frosts.

cont’d
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Diggermen cont’d

• A large Hydrangea paniculata ‘Grandiflora’ near the top
of the display garden, which at an estimated 60-80
years old may be the oldest hydrangea at Heritage,
had struggled in recent years, losing its battle for direct
sun to a rapidly growing hemlock. In September, the
Diggermen joined forces with Heritage’s Horticulture
Team to relocate the hydrangea to near the bottom of
the test garden’s grand staircase.

Some Final Thoughts 
When I first decided to join the Diggermen, it was for no 
other purpose than to make myself a better gardener. 
Countless times over the last year, my morning project at 
Heritage—be it planting, pruning, irrigating, transplanting— 
became my afternoon/weekend project when I got home. 
There is no question that the skills I picked up with the  
Diggermen made me a far more confident and proficient 
home gardener.

While I am grateful for what I’ve learned over the past year, 
my gratification extends far beyond that. Heritage is a special 
place and it brings me great joy to share it with friends and 
family. Visitors to Heritage love to watch and ask questions 
of the Diggermen and watching their excitement as  
they contemplate how they may bring back some of the 
experience into their home gardens is a great feeling.

Finally, there is a special satisfaction in knowing  
that some of the projects we’re working on now 
will bring joy to visitors for years to come. I can’t  
think of a nicer legacy.  

Mal Condon, Head Diggerman, 
directing the relocation of a  
large Hydrangea paniculata  
‘Grandiflora’. 

2021 Diggermen

Mal Condon
Peter Berrien
Frank Burkard
Bill Cohen
Frank Davin

Barry Guryan
Paul Keohan
David LaLima
Tom McCabe
Bruce Morgan

Rick Murray
Bennett Ojserkis
Joe Ruggio

“Fall, temperatures, fall, fall! 
         Let the weather mellow and  
   the year drift into peacefulness.” 

—Terri Guillemets
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Les Lutz..Designing Beautiful Spaces with Plants 
by Pat Vigliorolo

Les Lutz is a magician of sorts…not the kind who makes rabbits 
disappear, but the kind who turns ordinary spaces into beautiful, 
enchanting gardens.

A professional horticulturist for the last 45 years, Les joined the 
staff at Heritage Museums and Gardens 10 years ago. In his ca-
pacity as the Director of Horticulture and Facilities Management, 
he directs a staff of 4 and has overseen many enhancements and 
additions to the gardens. Of particular interest to our group is his 
design of the North American Hydrangea Test Garden which 
was installed in phases beginning in 2016 and dedicated this 
past July 14th during the Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival.  

Les sited this test garden on underutilized land with the central feature being a foun-
tain oriented to face the historic Wing House built in 1686. Connecting the test garden 
to the Wing House with its expanse of lawn, is a stairway flanked by gorgeous large cobalt 
blue planters. A serpentine walkway bounded by stone walls at varying levels ties in with 
lower spaces, giving way to changing vistas.

Les began his horticultural career right out of high school at Longwood Gardens located 
near Philadelphia in Kennett Square, Pa. He remained there for 7 years and then moved 
on to the New York Botanical Garden as the manager of the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory. 
The next 19 years were spent on the 125-acre campus of Salisbury University where 
he oversaw the installation of a number of new gardens and at the Omaha Botanical 
Garden where he was Chief Operating Officer of Horticultural Education and Facilities 
Management. 

In addition to the North American Hydrangea Test Garden, Les’ favorite projects at Her-
itage include the McGraw Family Garden of the Senses, the total revamping of the front 
parking lot area, the installation of the garden’s spectacular Flume and the Donald Marvin 
Daylily Garden. Last, but not least, is Heritage’s annual celebration of lights, known as 
Gardens Aglow, which has become a treasured holiday tradition for Cape Codders as 
well as visitors from “over the bridge.” 

As we sat on one of the recently installed stone benches in the 
Cape Cod Hydrangea Society Display Garden, we chatted about 
the Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival and how it draws both dedicated 
and new gardeners to Heritage. What does he love about his job? 
“Seeing the faces of the public as they enter the hydrangea garden... 
or any one of the many garden spaces at Heritage. Listening to 
them talk about the plants, the plant combinations, the  
beauty of the world of plants.”

What are Les Lutz’s favorite plants? Rhododendrons 
and of course, hydrangeas!



If you are like Patti Page (and aren’t all of us?), you have long ago fallen in love with old 
Cape Cod! Besides “sand dunes and salty air” there are many nurseries worthy of your 
attention, and one of these is surely Bayberry Gardens in Truro. “Winding roads that 
seem to beckon you” will lead you to this garden center, tucked into a wooded site right 
on Rt. 6. Yes, after “miles of green beneath the skies of blue” you’ll find this nursery beau-
tifully set among an existing woodland on your left as you are headed to Provincetown.

Bayberry Gardens differs from many nurseries in that it is truly 
rural and inviting in a bucolic way. The garden shop that you see 
as soon as you pull into the gravel drive offers everything you’d 
expect, including gift ideas from decorative pots to wind chimes 

and bird baths. There is also a wide selection of tools and machinery for serious land-
scape and tree work by professionals or energetic do-it-yourselfers. 

Leaving the garden shop, you will find yourself in the perennial and herb area. They carry 
a wide choice of vegetables and herbs in season along with perennials and annuals, both 
the usual and the more exotic. During the pandemic there has been an increased interest 
in edibles and as you continue your walk downhill you will find a wonderful selection of 
fruit and nut trees along with shrubs. 

At the far end of the nursery, you will find many varieties of  
hydrangeas located under a spreading maple tree. It is easy to 
imagine how these plants might work in your garden as they are 
situated in shade/partial shade. All the varieties you might expect 
are here plus many newer varieties. 

The best-selling hydrangeas over the last couple of years at  
Bayberry Gardens have been the panicled ‘Limelight’ and the 
hortensia hybrids ‘Endless Summer’ and ‘BloomStruck.’ You  
will also find oakleaf varieties, as well as many mountain and  
arborescens offerings. Blue is naturally the most sought-after 
color, as many believe it to be the only hydrangea color. What  
a great surprise they are in for here!

Landscaping services are headed up by Arran Paskauskas (Email: 
landscaping@bayberrygardens.com), who will help you both 
plan changes to your garden and arrange for the installation 
of trees, shrubs and perennials. He is also available to discuss 
hardscape projects you might be considering. 

Bayberry Gardens was founded by the Souza Family in 1977 
and is still family-owned and operated today. It is open Monday 
through Saturday from March through Christmas. Be sure to 
check the many helpful “How to” videos on their website:  
www.bayberrygardens.com.
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Bayberry Gardens...”Working on the Land and with the Land since 1977” 
by John Posey

www.bayberrygardens.com
mailto:landscaping@bayberrygardens.com


Hydrangea Maintenance Team Wraps up a Busy Uear 
by Barbara Marsala
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The CCHS hydrangea maintenance team 
has completed a successful and satisfying 
season in the hydrangea gardens at Heri-
tage. A total of 27 maintenance team  
members dedicated a total of 298 hours to 
this important volunteer work.

Our season gets off to a busy start with 
many volunteers coming out to help with 
the weekly work sessions in our CCHS dis-
play garden and the North American test 
garden. As the plants start growing, new 
and returning maintenance team mem-
bers alike get a primer on Step 1 and Step 2 
pruning in April and May. It is a big job and 
all hands are welcome. 

From June through September, we settle 
into an every-other-week work schedule. 
Some late pruning, weeding and tidying 
are our tasks as we get ready for the annual 
Hydrangea Festival in July. 

Later, Step 3 or pinch pruning is done as 
the vigorous new growth overtakes some 
flowering stems. When summer begins to 
turn into autumn, we keep the weeds  
under control and enjoy seeing the flowers 
take on their lovely antique palette.

The gardens are at their best in July and 
August, and we enjoy speaking to visitors, 
sharing their enthusiasm and answering 
their questions about these beautiful plants.  
A special part of our volunteer work is that 
we get to enjoy being outdoors, in these 
lovely gardens, working and chatting with 
CCHS friends.

The hydrangeas go dormant in winter and 
we take a break. When the days grow warm 
next spring, we will be there to welcome 
them back and begin our maintenance 
work once again. The 2022 schedule will 
be announced in the spring and new folks 
are welcome to join us. 

Maintenance team regulars (l-r): Joyce Halpert, Emily Woudenberg, Betsey Godley, 
Linda McNeilly, Ginny McCabe, Cheryl Moniz and Joan Innis.
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Soares’ Garden: A Beautiful Hidden Gem in Falmouth 
by Sharon Taylor

Terry and Reg Soares, the owners of Soares Flower Garden  
Nursery on Sandwich Road in East Falmouth, have made 
their home and garden into a tranquil sanctuary. Here they 
can relax with their family of children and grandchildren 
when they visit while also indulging in their mutual love of 
landscape design and gardening. They took advantage of the 
Covid-19 enforced cocooning by expanding their house and 
redesigning the garden outside. 

Reg and their son built what they refer to as “the quarantine 
wall,” a well-laid stone retaining wall outside their new dining 
room extension which gives them more views of newly 
planted raised beds out the window while not impeding  
on the farther views of the woods beyond. “Building the 
extension gave us a new dining room inside where we could 
enjoy family meals while also giving us more opportunities 
outside as the construction necessitated the removal of some 
large oaks which meant that we now had more sunlight”, 
Terry explained. 

“Reg is a whiz at seeing gradient differences and foresaw that 
if they terraced the land that a stone retaining wall would 
make the garden bed just the right height for viewing from 
the large window”, Terry said. With her landscape design 
skills, she planted all dwarf cultivars of shrubs there which 
will remain low enough to not block the longer view while 
providing four seasons of interest. She fills in with annuals for 
summer color.

Terry & Reggie Soares

cont’d



The patio area is where they spend a lot of time during their summers, 
and the fireplace backstone, shown above, is an old stone found on 
the property. Notice the difference in hydrangea bloom color from the 
foreground/left plant to the one nearer the fireplace. This difference in 
color is caused by the ashes from the fireplace changing the make-up 
of the soil.

As we move around the garden, Terry described some other changes 
wrought by opening up the area to more sunlight. She has incorporated 
more dwarf evergreens, dwarf bushes, and plants in pots for seasonal 
interest while not blocking the views into woods beyond. She is also 
able to bring new plants over from the nursery to see how well they 
are suited to a real Cape Cod garden, such as a pink hardy begonia 
which dies back during winter but reappears in the Spring and spreads 
well, filling in the shady spaces while providing color with both the 
blooms and the stems. Although the beds are only one year old, they 
will fill in as the plants mature.

Continuing our stroll around the garden, Terry pointed out the terraces 
on another slope, well retained by stone walls. The plantings here are 
somewhat older, as the house is about thirty-five years old. Of course, 
over that period, plants have been moved and new ones brought in as 
conditions changed.

Terry also pointed out that hydrangeas are magnets for pollinators,  
in addition to their obvious attraction for us humans from Spring 
through late into the Fall as the flowers antique and the leaves turn 
beautiful colors ranging from apricot to a deep burgundy. For the  
Oak Leaf plants, she does not remove the spent flowers until March 
or so the following year. This also provides more winter interest. 

When Terry is developing a plan for clients, she likes to start with plants 
which provide winter interest and give the bones for the design, then 
filling in with smaller shrubs and perennials to provide color through 
Spring and Summer. In her own garden, she enjoys not only using the 

Soares’ Garden cont’d
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Soares’ Garden cont’d

natural woods as the background but also adding small trees such as 
dwarf nectarine and apple for screening and, of course, their fruits. 

The Soares’ garden has many enticing paths, leading one to explore 
the different areas and perhaps to relax there awhile. For Terry’s own 
relaxation, there is a special nook with a comfortable-looking lounge 
chair and privacy for reading and contemplating the garden. This is on 
the north side of the house, so it is shady and cool even in summer. 
She looks forward to being able to use it after Hydrangea Fest and other 
summer tours end!

Terry describes herself as a Navy brat whose father was a captain, so 
they lived all over the world. She was born in Hawaii and had moved 
to Monterey, CA; Nice, France; Alabama; Rome, Italy; Spain; and Charleston, SC by the 
time she was eighteen. When her family moved on to Mexico, Terry went to Virginia for 
college, working in a nursery while she studied horticulture, then landscape design. 

Reg is a Cape Cod native who studied forestry at UMass Amherst and was teaching in 
Virginia when the couple met. They first opened a landscape business in Fairfax, VA, but 
relocated to the Cape and opened their Flower Garden Center here twenty-five years 
ago, although their landscape design business is about ten years older. They thoroughly 
enjoy the Cape Cod lifestyle and climate and have built a wonderful home and garden, 
as well as a garden center and nursery for us all to grow our own gardens, whether we 
are serious or dabblers. 

Having their home and business on one large property means that they can enjoy a very 
short commute through this lovely path through the trees while maintaining their privacy 
surrounded by the forest.

Stocking Stuffers for Hydrangea Lovers!!

Hydrangea Still Life Zipper Pouch, $13-19
www.redbubble.com 

Blue Hydrangeas Flowers 
Baseball Cap, $15
www.cafepress.com 

Caspari Hydrangea Garden 
Paper Guest Towels, $15
www.amazon.com 

Blue Hydrangea 
Coffee Mug, $15
www.amazon.com

Personalized Hydrangea Note Cards, $17 
www.etsy.com

Hydrangea iPhone Case, $23
www.cafepress.com
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https://www.cafepress.com/+,1026813523?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=pla-google&utm_campaign=2086201333-d-c&utm_content=76831522
https://www.redbubble.com/i/pouch/Hydrangea-Still-Life-by-cathifreund/46099628.APSXX?country_code=US&gclid=CjwKCAjwkvWKBhB4EiwA-GHjFlEnKymHpJcO8IovImaU9OqTYnvK6FtNgcPp3uah5exZWIDn1McdcxoCQkAQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.amazon.com/Caspari-Hydrangea-Garden-Paper-Napkins/dp/B086H452MB/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwkvWKBhB4EiwA-GHjF
https://www.amazon.com/CafePress-Hydrangea-Flowers-Unique-Coffee/dp/B07VLHW2YR/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwkv
https://www.amazon.com/CafePress-Hydrangea-Flowers-Unique-Coffee/dp/B07VLHW2YR/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwkv
https://www.etsy.com/listing/248244181/personalized-flat-note-cards-blue?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view


In preparation for creating this autumn edition, I did a good review of my “Mal’s Corner” 
musings over the last 10 years. A couple of subjects have had a common repeat pattern—
plenty of summer sun and heat, and a lack of summer rain—a perfect description for late 
June through most of the month of September 2021.

Great stuff for the Cape’s summer visitors but totally negative for our Hydrangea  
macrophyllas.

Fortunately, as our gardens were sufficiently moist through late June after a mild  
winter, we enjoyed the best blooming July we’ve had in a very long time. It was  
indeed spectacular!

But sadly, those conditions were short-lived. By late August, bloom scorching was possibly 
the worst I’ve ever experienced, even on well-irrigated plants with drip/surface application. 
And our antique bloom season, typically so lovely in September to mid-October, was a 
near zero! The long hot and dry conditions, plus the humidity, gave rise to major fungus 
problems; leaf spotting (cercospora) was much more severe and widespread than in 
recent memory. And reblooming varieties (remontant cultivars) did not produce well 
either. Even the always reliable ‘Twist-n-Shout’ plantings at Heritage displayed minimal 
late flowering.

I believe the lack of rainfall was the significant contributor to the mid-summer deteri-
oration in our H. macrophylla performance. In general, plant growth was strong in the 
presence of regular surface irrigation. But the absence of rain washing over the total 
foliage and flower canopy contributed significantly to totally toasted plant conditions. 
We traveled west to Springfield two weeks ago for a family event and saw so many 
plants exhibiting great clean foliage and late developing blossoms. The difference? 
They enjoyed regular rain throughout this summer. Ditto for areas just west of the Cape 
Cod Canal in the easternmost region of our state’s mainland.

The dry summer conditions appear to be a continuing trend, but 
the absence of rainfall has not been as consistent. Going forward,  
I do feel we will return to at least a more normal level of summer 
thundershower activity. Enough for what has happened. On the  
following pages are my reminders and suggestions for getting your  
hydrangeas ready for their approaching winter dormancy.

Planting & Replanting 
Our late September/October weather was superb and totally 
conducive for getting plants into the ground. We did some great  
work at Heritage and here’s a link to my recent blog post about 
relocating a major and ancient H. paniculata ‘Grandiflora’ (PeeGee).  
https://heritagemuseumsandgardens.org/howtomovealargehydrangea 
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Mal’s Corner...Autumn Musings and Advice 
by Mal Condon

Heritage’s H. paniculata  
‘Grandiflora’ (PeeGee) that 
was recently moved to the 
bottom of the test garden’s 
grand staircase. 

cont’d

https://heritagemuseumsandgardens.org/howtomovealargehydrangea/
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Deadheading & Pinching 
This practice is not normally on my autumn 
worklist but given the present and wide- 
spread toasted blooms & foliage conditions, 
deadheading may at least make you feel 
better about overall plant appearance!  
Keep in mind the first node just below the 
flower is typically blind; make your pruning 
cut just above the second node.

You can clearly see the buds developing 
from each side of the node junction  
between the leaf petiole and the stem.

In addition to bloom deadheading, don’t 
hesitate to also remove the center stem 
of the 3-stem tip sections on many main 
stems. Growth is seldom equal to the 
stronger branching just below and the 
blossoms that do develop are often  
incomplete and malformed.

Pruning H. arborescens and H. paniculata 
I rarely address the former species at this time of year, but the bloom conditions currently 
may deserve a bit of tidiness with respect to spent blooms. The paniculatas, however, 
get a big hit from me in the late autumn. They are the first species to lose their leaves, 
so it’s easy to view the naked plant. I do a total pruning, reducing the strong summer 
growth in major fashion. I retain only 2 or 3 nodes at the base of all new stem growth. 
This can mean pruning off 2’-4’ feet of wood! Do notice that the nodes are devoid of 
any bud growth now on this species; you must look closely to see the nodes. Remember 
that aggressive pruning must be done as these inherently powerful growers will become 
total runaways very quickly. And autumn pruning reduces your more demanding spring 
pruning demand.

The photo on the right is a 
good example of the profound  
difference in wood density  
between cultivars of the same  
species. ‘Little Lamb’ tends to 
develop a very crowded interior. 
Thinning out this extra wood  
improves plant form and bloom  
count.

H. paniculata ‘Little Lamb’

Pruning Best Practives: H. paniculata

before after

bloom leaf

“blind” node

strong new buds

Mal’s Corner cont’d

cont’d
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Winter Protection 
This is only an H. macrophylla strategy; all other species can endure our winters in good 
fashion. And I increasingly have concentrated my winter protection (WPP) efforts on new 
plantings of the year, like those I planted this spring through early autumn. Root growth 
during this initial in-ground season has developed only modestly at best and protecting 
these plants above ground from direct contact with winter’s cold and wind is critical to 
their surviving the first winter. Increasingly, my preferred approach is an inverted 5 or 7 
gallon common white plastic utility pail. 

My continuing experience has been very positive with this approach and it’s a comparatively 
easy method to apply. You might wish to review my “Mal’s Corner” in the Fall 2019 CCHS 
newsletter for complete details.

The photos above right compare a favorite ‘Mathilda Gutges’ with and without using this 
approach last winter. The success of the plant marked WPP that was protected is obvious 
and significant. To be fair, however, I must say the other plant did develop quite nicely this 
summer, and while not equal to the protected plant, the unprotected plant grew well and 
produced a few flowers.  

Much good plant work can be accomplished in November. A killing frost usually comes 
toward the end of the month, but many days offer pleasant gardening conditions. 

The Hydrangea Guy

Simple and Effective Winter Plant Protectors

• Plastic Pails: Available  
 from many sources

• “White” is the color, 
 diffuses light, moderates  
 extremes

• Air holes not required,  
 pail retains “normal use”

• Just (4) 3/32” holes drilled  
 through top lip for securing 
 pail to ground, holes equally  
 spaced around circumference

11” dia. x 19.5” deep

7 gal size 

5 gal size 

11” dia. x 14” deep

WWP Comparisons

with WWP  
July blooms

with WWP 
April

no WWP 
April

Mal’s Corner cont’d

“Suddenly summer’s work is over, 
        and whatever trials there  
       were are done with. My heart  
      is light...I am standing in a  
    new-minted world, summer  
              folded away like a rose in a book.” 
                                          —Gladys Taber
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E. Sandwich, MA
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Fall Business Membership Meeting
Date:  Saturday, September 24, 2022 
Time:  10 am - Noon 
Where: Harwich Community Center

Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival
Date:  July 8-17, 2022 
Time:  10 am - 4 pm 
Where: Garden tours each day

Hydrangea University
Date:  Friday, July 8, 2022

Mid-Winter 2022 Virtual Meeting
TBD

Spring Business Meeting
Date:  Wednesday, May 19, 2022 
Time:  6-9 pm 
Where: Harwich Community Center

Co-Presidents Joyce Halpert 
 Emily Woudenberg

Vice President Linda McNeilly

Treasurer Abby Menard

Asst. Treasurer Peter Berrien

Secretary Caroline Weiss

Membership Donna Laemmle

CCHS Board of Directors 
2021-2022

Display Garden Curator Mal Condon

Display Garden Barbara Marsala 
Maintenance

Garden Docents Michele Baker  
 JoAnn Trautmann

Garden Tours Linda McNeilly

Heritage Holiday Paula Rushworth 
Decorations

Historian open

Hydrangea Calendar Joan Brazeau

Hydrangea Univ. Cathy Sampson
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Pocasset, MA

Brenda Thompson  
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Lorraine Wiley 
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2022 UPCOMING EVENTS WECLOME NEW MEMBERS

Nominating Donna Laemmle

Newsletter Suzanne Boas

Publicity Nancy Dexter

Website open

Social Media | Facebook Marcia Chapman

Speakers open

Sponsorships Cheryl Norian

Social Affairs Mary Kay Condon

Technology open




