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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

Winter 2021

While 2020 altered our lives substantially, we as an organization managed to adapt 
with resilience. In fact, last year proved to be very successful for our society. We had 
six member gardens on tour during the annual Hydrangea Festival. Proceeds from 
these tours, all of which were in adherence to COVID-19 safety precautions, raised 

more than twice as much as in 2019, with a whopping 
1,846 guests in attendance. 

Planning and recruiting is once again in progress for this 
year’s Hydrangea Festival, including for docents and Hydrangea University speakers 
and sponsors. And, of course, we are looking both for garden docents and members 
willing to open their gardens for the tour.  

We’ve also made great progress in other areas. Our website is being updated and 
enhanced and our Facebook page is attracting more and more attention thanks to 
the good work of Marcia Chapman. In addition, we have been busy planning exciting 
new improvement projects for our display garden at Heritage. 

As you can see, our gardens may be resting, but our members are certainly quite 
active. With sixty new members, this should be another banner year in more ways 
than one!

We are very hopeful that we will be able to gather and socialize once again as a group 
as the year progresses, as vaccines are administered and as herd immunity is achieved. 
In the meantime, there are still fun activities that we can all safely participate in, both 
outside in the fresh air, such as garden maintenance at Heritage and Lunch Bunch 
sessions and virtually via our webinars and educational meetings.  

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events. Until then, stay safe…and 
keep dreaming of all things hydrangea!

Stay well,

Linda Coven   Pat Vigliorolo 
Co-President  Co-President



Bennett Ojserkis...a perfect fit!
Unknowingly, Dr. Bennett Ojserkis, has been fulfilling the  
mission statement of our Cape Cod Hydrangea Society for  
the past 20 years...

Born and raised in southern New Jersey, Bennett earned  
his medical degree from Rochester School of Medicine, held  
internship and residency positions at NYU/Bellevue Hospital,  
and completed a two-year fellowship program in pulmonology 
& critical care at Boston University.

As fate would have it, an opportunity to practice pulmonology 
& critical care became available in southern New Jersey, and 
Bennett found himself back in familiar territory; a place where 
he and wife, Janice, would live for more than thirty years and 
raise two daughters; a place where Bennett would begin to get 
immersed in the world of hydrangeas.  

Guided by the research of Glyn Church and Dr. Michael Dirr 
and advised by Kristin VanHoose of Hydrangeas Plus Nursery, 
Bennett planted 24 hydrangea varieties on his property. He  
also took photographs of hydrangeas for the walls of his local 
community hospital.  

As retirement approached, Janice and Bennett decided to spend 
their winters in Sarasota, Florida, but wanted to escape Florida’s  
humid summer weather. This desire, and a location that was in  
close proximity to their two daughters, led them to an adult  
condominium community in Plymouth, MA, where they have  
resided in the summer months since 2017. 

Condominium restrictions prevented Bennett from doing gardening where he lived,  
so he contacted Heritage Museums and Gardens about volunteer horticultural  
opportunities. There he met Mal Condon, HMG’s hydrangea curator, joined CCHS,  
and became a volunteer in the test and maintenance gardens, broadening his knowledge 
of hydrangeas. In his words, “I’ve learned a ton!”

As a permanent HMG fixture on volunteer Wednesdays, Bennett readily shares information 
with CCHS members and garden visitors. Echoing the words of Mal Condon, he advises 
“find the right plant for the right location.” 

Bennett Ojserkis certainly lives out the CCHS’s mission statement — enjoy, learn, and 
share. It’s a perfect fit! n
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Members in the Spotlight 
by Pat Daly



Joan and Richard Innis...around their corner
“You never know what’s around the corner,” says Joan  
Innis. Joan and Richard Innis’ life together certainly bears  
that out.

Joan and Richard lived most of their married lives in the  
historic town of Hingham, Massachusetts. Joan worked  
as a high school history teacher in nearby Quincy and  
Richard as an attorney for the Boston firm of Wilmer Hale. 
After devoting more than 35 years to their respective  
professions, they chose to retire to explore “what was 
around the corner.” 

Joan enrolled in a four-year docent/volunteer program at  
the Fine Arts Museum in Boston and Richard volunteered on  
the Hingham Advisory Committee for six years. During that  
semi-retired period of their lives, they always had a plan to  
fully retire to their vacation home in Harwich. 

In 2013, Joan and Dick sold their Hingham home to move to Harwich, but a di�erent 
life path emerged. Their daughter Jane and son-in-law who were living in Brooklyn, NY, 
informed them they were going to be grandparents! Upon getting this news, not only did 
they turn a new corner, but they decided to rent in Brooklyn. That decision turned into  
a five year stay, lasting through the arrival of a second grandchild.

In 2018 Joan and Richard settled permanently in Harwich. While they were familiar with 
the town, they were unfamiliar with the retirement opportunities. Richard joined the 
Yale Club of Cape Cod and Joan, a needlepoint enthusiast, discovered the Osterville 
Needlepoint Shop. They both became active in local environmental projects; supported 
community activities and local businesses; and joined clubs and societies. They also 
attended lectures and workshops, including an informational meeting about CCHS. 

Joan and Richard were not gardeners. Nevertheless, 
encouraged by Mal Condon and other CCHS members,  
Joan and Richard decided to roll up their sleeves and  
“dig in” the CCHS test and display gardens at Heritage 
where they continue to be regular volunteers. 
Another corner turned...and fortunately in 
our direction! n
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Members in the Spotlight 
by Pat Daly

attended lectures and workshops, including an informational meeting about CCHS. 

Joan and Richard were not gardeners. Nevertheless,
encouraged by Mal Condon and other CCHS members, 
Joan and Richard decided to roll up their sleeves and 
“dig in” the CCHS test and display gardens at Heritage

 "In the depths of winter I finally 
       learned that within me there lay 
                 an invincible summer."
                                 —Albert Camus



This article was reprinted from the November 2020 online issue of Nursery Management with 
Tim Wood’s permission.  

I just read an article by Alan Armitage where he states that America has been “Hydran-
gized.” As usual, Alan is spot on. Hydrangea sales continue to grow, year after year. As a 
category, it is the top-selling genus for Spring Meadow, and as a liner grower, we are 
in a position to see and evaluate trends. Not that this is a new trend: it dates back to 
the zenith of Martha Stewart and her beautiful multi-page spreads featuring blue and 
pink blooms, obviously photographed in hydrangea-friendly, maritime climates such 
as Vancouver or Cape Cod. At the same time, Gen-Xers (and more recently, millennials) 
began buying starter homes and pulling out the old junipers and yews once favored by 
their elders. These new generations were looking to add more color to their yards, and 
few shrubs o�er up as much color as a hydrangea. At that time, our nursery o�ered 53 
varieties of hydrangea, 30 of which were Hydrangea macrophylla. Today, we o�er roughly 
that same number of varieties, but only 14 are macs. This is telling, and we will speak 
more about this market shift later in the article. 

Since Y2K, hydrangea sales numbers have grown exponentially. And to give you an idea 
how the market has changed, we currently o�er only four of the same hydrangea 
cultivars listed in our 1999-2000 catalog. The species have changed, the cultivars have 
changed, but hydrangeas are more popular than ever. Clearly, the steady stream of new 
varieties has grown and sustained the hydrangea market. 

Mike Dirr and Bailey Nursery’s introduction of Endless Summer Hydrangea macrophylla 
‘Bailmer’ pp#15,298 in 2001, with its blue pot and massive marketing campaign, played 
a huge role in the shift. With the added benefit of remontancy (blooming on new wood 
without vernalization), who in their right mind, living in Middle America, would want to 
buy ‘Glowing Embers’, ‘Merritt Supreme’, ‘Nikko Blue’ or another old-fashioned cultivar 
that might not bloom? The hope and dream of every gardener in Middle America has 
been to have a hydrangea with big blue flowers, from June until October, 
regardless of cold winter or spring frost. Everyone was elated with 
the development, until they found out the dream was, in fact,  
just a dream. It turned out that remontant hydrangeas did 
best in milder climates where the older varieties already 
did well: without a killing frost, you got the spring and 
summer blooms, as well as the autumn blooms. The  
problem, particularly with some of the earlier introductions,  
is that if the plant dies back from winter damage or is cut  
back in fall or spring, it takes time to grow new stems and  
flower buds, leaving cold-climate gardeners disappointed,  
if not downright pissed o�. The dream was too good to  
be true. 
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The good news is that plant breeders, including Bailey, Spring Meadow, and others kept 
at it, crossing remontant hydrangeas with hardier species such as Hydrangea serrata, the 
mountain hydrangea native to colder continental regions of South Korea, China and 
Japan. This next generation of hydrangeas had better stem and bud hardiness, which 
resulted in more reliable plants. Endless Summer Bloomstruck (‘PIIHM-II’) and Tuff Stuff 
Ah-Ha (‘SMNHSDD’) have proven to be reliable bloomers in our trials here in Michigan. 
However, the more I looked at, trialed, and examined Hydrangea macrophylla, how it 
grows, and how, when, and where the flowers emerge, the more questions I had about 
creating a better hydrangea. 

While remontancy is a nice benefit, it provides mostly late-season blooms. Improvements 
in stem and bud hardiness have helped give us more early-season blooms, but the species 
has its limits. So what else could be done to improve it? I finally found my answer in a 
research paper by Dr. Timothy Rinehart, a USDA scientist, who noted that a number of 
hydrangeas on the market appeared to rebloom but were not actually remontant. He 
speculated these plants were capable of producing vernalized buds at nodes well-below 
the normal blooming terminal flower bud, which reduced the chance of winter kill, frost 
damage and even well-intentioned pruning. I began examining the plants in our breeding 
program for this ability to make vernalized flower buds on the stem within inches of —  
and even below — the soil line. Combining this trait with remontancy and improved bud 
hardiness results in a much more reliable hydrangea that can bloom in the spring, summer, 
and fall, as exemplified in the Let’s Dance series, particularly Let’s Dance Cancan (‘SMN-
HSI’). With every passing year, Hydrangea macrophylla is getting better. The truth is, 
however, we are still a long way off from one with the reliability and flower power of  
Hydrangea paniculata, or our well-adapted, native Hydrangea arborescens and Hydrangea 
quercifolia. With more breeding and a bit of luck, our dreams may yet come true. Until 
then, other Hydrangea species will lead the way. 

 The average homeowner or landscaper wants real- 
 world performance and reliability, both of which  
 Hydrangea paniculata and Hydrangea arborescens  
 deliver in spades. These species flower on new   
 wood, and are much better able to cope with spring  
 temperature swings. Both species are hardy, heat 
 tolerant, adaptable to a range of soils and grow in  
 sun or modest shade. Here, too, breeders have made  
 incredible advances, which you can read about 
 in my May 2019 column on Hydrangea paniclata  
 breeding, “Standing on the shoulders of giants”  
 (bit.ly/tim-wood-giants). With regards to Hydrangea 
 arborscens, the game-changer came in 2009 when  
 

Hydrangea Evolution cont’d

cont’d
H. m ’Tuff Stuff’
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Hydrangea Evolution CONT’D

Dr. Tom Ranney and his team at North Carolina 
q State University released Invincibelle Spirit H. 
a. ‘NCHA1’, the first pink flowered Anna belle- 

type hydrangea. While not a perfect plant (it  
has since been replaced with Invincibelle  
Spirit II H. a.‘NCHA2’), it opened the door to 
the creation of a series of seven new, sterile,  
re-blooming cultivars o�ering pink, red, 
mauve, white and green flowered forms, 
many of which are dwarf or compact and  
all with sturdier stems than ‘Annabelle’ and 
the original Invincibelle. It’s garden perfo 
mance and flowering reliability combined 
with these breeding advances that have 
grown the hydrangea market to record levels 
and shifted our product mix in favor of H. 
paniculata and H. arborescens. Add all of that  
to a new generation of homeowners that 
wanted to come home to a more colorful, 
low-maintenance yard and you get a rapidly 
growing hydrangea market that appears to 
have no end. n

Tim Wood is a fourth-generation plantsman who travels 
the world hunting for new shrubs for the Proven Winners 
plant brand. He is also an accomplished plant breeder  
with over 100 plant patents to his name. An avid lecturer, 
photographer and writer, he writes a blog called “The 
Plant Hunter”  

and has written three books. 

Tom Ranney from North Carolina State University 
examines a hydrangea trial.

 "Every gardener knows that under the cloak of     
          winter lies a miracle...a seed waiting to  
      sprout, a bulb opening to the light,  
                   a bud straining to unfurl. And the  
                   anticipation nurtures our dream.” 
                                           —Barbara Winkler 



The Tool Shed 
by Linda Coven

In my summer 2019 Tool Shed article I introduced you to one mighty 
powerful tool, the Sawzall®*. This reciprocating saw has a pruning blade 
that will zip through tree limbs and shrubs that are larger than your 
strength or loppers can handle. It can also be used around the base of 
large perennials and shrubs like hydrangeas to divide them into sections 
for transplanting. In short, the Sawzall has been a real workhorse — with 
one big “but.”  For most of us it requires two hands to operate.

Fortunately, Dewalt® has just come out with what they are calling their 
“Atomic 20-Volt Max Brushless Compact Reciprocating Saw.” This mini 
version of the original Sawzall is advertised as “where size meets power.”  
A one-handed reciprocating saw, it is compact at only 12.5” front to 
back, and lightweight as well at 3.13 lbs.. It features a brushless motor 
for increased performance; a blade release for quick and easy blade 
changes; a variable speed trigger for improved speed control; and, a 
pivoting shoe which provides more points of contact than a fixed shoe. 

So what does this all mean for hydrangea gardeners? It means you can 
now easily get down deep to the basal crown of your macrophyllas 
to completely remove dead canes. This tool will allow you to use one 
hand to move live stems out of the way while using the one-handed 
mini saw in your other hand to cut dead and aging canes right to the 
ground. No more stubs! The saw also works wonders when you want 
to remove crossing branches or to thin paniculatas.  

I gave myself this saw for Christmas. It may be the best gift ever! I think 
you will find endless uses for it in your garden. It is currently available at 
The Home Depot for $99.00. n
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*  The name Sawzall is a registered trademark of the Milwaukee Tool Company. 
 A number of companies manufacture similar reciprocating saws.
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Match the photos below with the clues shown and identify the variety. 

D E

I

B

F

H

A

C

G

J

The answers to this quiz can be found on page 15. 

CLUES
1. I was bred by Eddie Aldridge in Alabama.

2. I’m a fund raiser for breast cancer research.

3. I just love the sun! Bring on those rays!

4. Don’t you think my blossoms are just out 
 of this world?

5. I’m a very distinguished matriarch.

6. I share a name with a very popular lily.

7. I’m always sold in a blue Endless 
 Summer pot.

8. Ooh la la! C’est magnifique!

9. I was bred by our own Mal Condon.

10. I’m a recent improvement on an old  
 garden staple.

How well do you know your Hydrangeas? 
by Suzanne Boas



Dear Plant Doctor:

I hope you can help me with my mature ‘Nikko Blue’ hydrangeas. 

My plants have grown in size and have flowered reliably over 
the last eight years since they were planted in a partially shaded 
portion of my yard. I feel as if I am doing what I am supposed  
to do for them, but they have very yellowish leaves and look 
anemic. I am wondering if nutrients are leaching out of my sandy 
soil. Because the plants are now quite large, I am reluctant to 
just increase the fertilizer I put on them.  

During dry periods in the summer, I run my in-ground irrigation 
in this bed every third day for 45 minutes. I mulch the bed every 
spring and each plant is fertilized at the same time with a mixture  
of Holly-tone and Osmocote. I typically use ½ cup of this mixture 
per plant around the drip line. Every few years I also put down 
some compost.

What else should I be doing?

Frustrated Hydrangea Lover 
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The Plant Doctor is In 
by Russ Norton

Dear Frustrated:

Yellowing leaves can be a symptom of many di�erent problems, including disease,  
nutrients, and stress. A close look at your pictures shows yellowing older leaves which is 
consistent across the stems of the shrub and across several shrubs. Yellowing (chlorosis) 
of older leaves is a common symptom associated with nitrogen deficiency or possibly a 
symptom of stress. Reviewing the care information provided, stress does not seem likely.  

While the recent soil test you provided me is an extremely useful tool for troubleshooting 
nutrients, soil tests do not provide us with levels of nitrogen in the soil. This is because 
soil nitrogen is very complex and rapidly fluctuating. General recommendations for  
nitrogen fertility are available and can be compared to the rates you have been applying: 
½ cup of a Holly-tone and Osmocote mixture per plant. Basically, this mixture works 
out to about 0.1 lbs. of nitrogen per 100 sq. ft.. Nitrogen fertilization recommendations for 
hydrangeas are not clear cut. UMass soil test recommendations for deciduous trees and 
shrubs recommend a rate of 0.1-0.2 lbs. of N/100 sq. ft.. References specific to hydrangeas 
often recommend a higher rate of 0.2-0.3 lbs. of N/100 sq. ft.. The amount currently 
being applied is on the lower end of the recommendations.  

While the amount of fertilizer can be a factor, there are also several other factors that can 
impact the utilization of fertilizer by a plant. Some of the factors include soil properties, 
environmental conditions, type of fertilizer, placement, and timing. Much of the Cape 
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The Plant Doctor CONT’D

has coarse sandy soils; these soils have little 
Cation Exchange Capacity (nutrient holding 
capacity) and, therefore, are poor at retaining 
nutrients. Organic matter such as compost 
can be added to the soil to improve nutrient 
holding capacity. In perennial plantings of 
shrubs like hydrangeas, organic matter should 
be added prior to planting to improve nutrient 
and water holding capacity.

Sandy soils combined with heavy rain or 
excessive irrigation can cause nutrients such  
as nitrogen to be leached out of the root zone. The type of fertilizer can also impact 
availability. For example, organic fertilizers require microbial action to make the nutrients 
available; moisture, temperature and pH all a�ect microbial activity. Synthetic fertilizers 
are typically water soluble and more prone to leaching, but they can also provide quick 
availability to plants. 

Placement and timing are two additional factors. Fertilizers should be placed so that 
the nutrients will become available to roots. Placing organic fertilizers such as Holly- 
tone on top of wood-based mulch may limit plant availability. Lastly, timing nutrient 
availability with plant uptake is important. For hydrangeas, plant uptake is typically  
highest during rapid growth. All of these factors are important in whether the nutrients 
being applied are available to the plant.

My diagnosis is nitrogen deficiency, and my recommendation is to increase the amount of 
fertilization. I recommend doubling the amount to a total of 0.2 lbs. of N/100 sq. ft. and 
recommend a split application, with the first application around growth initiation in late 
spring (early May), another application a month later (early June) and one last application 
a month later (early July). Increasing the amount of fertilizer should not a�ect size, which 
is primarily controlled by genetics. Only if the plants were being stunted would there be 
an additional size response. A healthy ‘Nikko Blue’ is typically 4-6’ tall and 6’ wide.  

Hopefully, your ‘Nikko Blue’ hydrangeas will respond well to this new diet. n

Editor’s Note: Russ Norton is the Horticulture and Agriculture Educator at the Cape Cod Extension 
Service. If you have a hydrangea-related question you would like to see addressed in a future newsletter,  
email suzanneboas@gmail.com.

HOLLY-TONE 
INSTRUCTIONS:

Sprinkle the recommended 
amount around the drip line  
and water thoroughly. If the  
area is mulched, either temporarily remove 
the mulch and feed or else double the rate 
on top of the mulch.

Service. If you have a hydrangea-related question you would like to see addressed in a future newsletter, 
email suzanneboas@gmail.comsuzanneboas@gmail.com.

 "I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the bone structure in the landscape— 
                       the loneliness of it—the dead feeling of winter. Something 
  waits beneath it—the whole story doesn’t show.” 
                      —Andrew Wyeth 

amount around the drip line 
and water thoroughly. If the 
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CCHS and Social Media...How Can You Help? 
by Marcia Chapman

As we all know, social media is an increasingly important way to 
reach out to customers, friends or others with whom we want to 
share information. Just think about all the messages that flooded 
your Facebook newsfeed during the last election cycle!

I certainly don’t pretend to be a social media expert. In fact, I “won” 
the CCHS social media job, not because I knew what I was doing, 
but because I’m a willing volunteer, willing to bump along until 
someone else more capable comes along. My Facebook experience, 
such as it is, stems from my responsibilities running Soares Flower 
Garden Nursery’s page. In the few months I have been feeling my 
way along with the Cape Cod Hydrangea Society Facebook page, 
our outreach has certainly improved. But, I know we can do better, 
which is where you come in.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

The reasons that our society has a Facebook page are to expand our membership and 
share our hydrangea knowledge. So, while it is nice when you “Like” or “Follow” the 
CCHS page or “Like” the posts, the page really gets substantially more traction (more 
viewers) if you “Share” posts. 

“Sharing” on Facebook spreads our gospel. In the past, I’ll admit I was hesitant to “Share” 
posts that I liked because I really didn’t want to assume that all of my friends shared my 
interests. Then I learned that when you click on “Share” a list of your friends pops up and 
you can select who you want to see the post you are sharing. 

So, I am on a mission to encourage you to “Share” posts on the CCHS page with friends 
who might be interested in what we are about and what we do…friends who garden…
neighbors who enjoy the Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival garden tours…people who one 
day might want to become CCHS members.

Another way you can help our society get the word out about what we do is to post 
some of your own hydrangea pictures and thoughts about hydrangeas on our Facebook 
page. Diverse contributions will make the content more interesting. The photos need 
not be award-winning but choose your best and remember to identify the hydrangeas 
in your photo as well as any other significant companion plants.  

INSTAGRAM 
At this point, I am still in the early learning stages with Instagram. Because it is visual in 
nature, it seems perfect for plant and garden enthusiasts. Watch for more activity on the 
CCHS Instagram page as we branch out onto this social media platform. 

With your help, I know we can do a bang-up job spreading the word about our good  
work and the plants that we all love so much! Please take this on as a personal  
challenge. It is such an easy way to make a di�erence for our society. n



While we welcome many critters to our garden, we roll 
up the welcome mat when it comes to cloven-hoofed  
visitors. As hydrangea growers, Mike and I have experi-
mented with several methods of deterring and repelling 
deer. I’m not going to opine about methods I’ve never 
tried, but here are a few e�orts that we have undertaken 
which have proven successful in our garden.

FENCING

Fencing can require some significant cash up front, but 
that investment has paid o� for us. We decided on a deer 
fence around our nursery pens. Because our 1-gallon  
hydrangeas are the fruit of our labor and our inventory, 
we deemed it worth the e�ort and expense to put up 7’ 
tall fencing to protect these important plants. 

After asking around and researching a bit, we settled on  
Tenax plastic deer fence. It’s not the frustrating deer netting 
that tangles on itself (which makes me want to run 
screaming) and latches onto every minuscule twig. This 
is much better. It is rigid, but it does need support so we 
drove 6’ tall T-post fencing stakes into the ground. An hour 
later and a tad out of breath, we had our first plant pen 
secured.

We know it is keeping the deer out because we see not only their hoof prints, but their 
entire un-frightened selves boldly grazing outside the pen when we are checking on our 
plants. (I yell to scare them o�, but I don’t recommend “yelling” as a deterrent.)

The color of Tenax is perfect. It is black and blends into the background. It seems like it 
would be useful to run through the woods if you were thinking about fencing o� all or  
a large portion of your property. 

One last tip for tall deer fencing is to tie orange flagging tape or wrap orange duct tape 
every 10-15 feet or so. The tape helps the deer see the fence so they don’t go crashing 
through it or get tangled up and destroy a portion of it.

LIQUID AND GRANULAR REPELLANTS

Repellants are another tactic you may want to try. We have found two products — Bobbex 
and Milorganite — to work well. We alternate using them.

Bobbex has a strong odor, but in a nice spicy-musky-skunky way. I used to think I had 
to apply Bobbex after every rain, but then I read that the manufacturer recommends 
applying it only after several rains. It is pricey if you buy it in small Windex-size bottles 
like in the picture, but when purchased in bulk through the manufacturer’s website, the 
price falls rapidly.
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How to Keep Deer Away from your Hydrangeas 
by Hillary Thompson
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How to Keep Deer Away CONT’D

Milorganite has been working well for us too. It’s a product made 
of “biosolids,” the new term for sludge, which is the old term for 
human waste treated at a municipal facility. Milorganite doesn’t 
claim to repel deer. I don’t know why they don’t claim it because it 
works for us. Like Bobbex, we apply it after rain.

One important note — I don’t use this product in autumn because 
it contains nitrogen and you shouldn’t be fertilizing plants at that 
time. I do sometimes spread it on pathways in the fall, if I’ve been 
spooked by seeing deer or deer signs close by.

ELECTRONIC SOLUTIONS

There are two electronic solutions you might also try. Since 
they give deer a mild shock, train them to stay away and are 
somewhat fence-like, I think of these two solutions as both  
deterring and repelling deer.

We are currently experimenting with Wireless Deer Fencing. While 
called fencing, this product is really a series of wireless posts 
which contain a sweet deer scent to attract and then shock them. 
Currently we have 6 units posted on about 1 acre in the places 
we’ve seen deer show up most often. We have an impression that 
these posts are working because we haven’t seen deer in those 
favorite spots of theirs. One nice thing about this wireless product  
is that the units can be easily moved around as deer visitation  
patterns change. We are also considering a truly electric fence,  
the kind that is knee-high and is a�ordable enough to encompass 
a large area. 

DOING NOTHING DOESN’T WORK

There are pros and cons of each of these methods that we have 
tried. The one thing that we have become truly convinced of, is 
that doing nothing doesn’t work! If you have hungry deer in your 
area, you’d better be prepared to protect your favorite plants. You 
certainly don’t want your hydrangeas to end up as deer snacks!! n

Editor’s Note: Hillary Thompson and her husband Mike have been members of 
CCHS since 2018. Hillary writes a blog about hydrangeas which can be found at 
https://cuttingedgeplants.com/blogs/about-hydrangeas. This article was adapted 
from one of her blog posts.
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 "If we had no winter, the spring 
          would not be so pleasant.”
                    —Anne Bradstreet 



One of the aspects I appreciate most about the garden tours during the Cape Cod 
Hydrangea Festival is the wide variety of gardens featured and the opportunity to meet 
the interesting, dedicated and talented gardeners who lovingly tend them. This past July 
I had the good fortune to visit Donna Oglesby’s garden in North Falmouth which was 
open for the benefit of the Falmouth Chorale.

Donna and her husband Bill inherited his parents’ home in 2004 and soon after set about 
clearing invasive vines and removing scrub trees from the heavily wooded lot; investing 
in hardscape; and laying out garden beds. That work has continued in the intervening 
years, including, most recently, the installation of a lovely Japanese moon gate.

The choice of a moon gate came naturally to Donna. Growing up in a military family, she 
first visited Japan at age seven, returned as a college student and then visited again while 
an American diplomat. During her career with the U.S. Department of State she was also 
stationed in Paraguay, Austria, Thailand, El Salvador 
and Brazil. Now retired, Donna says “I’ve come 
home to tend my garden.” 

Donna’s plant choices clearly reflect her appreciation 
of Japanese aesthetics. In addition to H. macrophylla, 
H. paniculata and H. quercifolia which were in full 
bloom during the tour, her garden features Japanese 
Umbrella Pine (Sciadopitys verticillata), Stewartia 
(Stewartia pseudocamellia), Katsura (Cercidiphyllum 
japonicum), Ginko, Yoshino Cherry and Japanese 
Maple trees.

Donna’s plant choices are also driven by her artistic 
eye. “I plant to photograph,” she says. She took 
up photography seriously four years ago and has 
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A Photographer’s Garden 
by Suzanne Boas
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focused much of her work on plants in her own garden. Using a Leica TTL-2 camera, she 
rises early to catch the golden morning light and also comes back to her garden late in the 
day to catch the waning blue light of afternoon. 

“My advice for people looking to improve the photographs they take in their own  
gardens” she says, “is to go for light at the edges of the day. And remember, a garden 
photo and a flower photo are not the same thing. While some people want to capture  
the beauty of the entire garden, I am moved by the personality of the individual flower.”

“I make photographs of the flowers I grow in my garden out of gratitude for the beauty 
around me and for the gifts of global experience I have been given. The garden brings 
me solace and hope.”

Donna’s photography has been exhibited at Highfield Hall in Falmouth, The Cape Cod 
Art Center in Barnstable and Falmouth Art Center, as well as in various juried shows  
in Florida where she spends the winter. She agreed to share here several of her hydrangea 
images. To see more of her work, which she sells 
through her website, go to www.donnaoglesby.
photography. n

A Photographer’s Garden CONT’D

8

Match the photos below with the clues shown and identify the variety. 

D
E

I

B

F

H

A

C

G

J

The answers to this quiz can be found on page x. n

CLUES

1. I was bred by Eddie Aldridge in Alabama.

2. I’m a fund raiser for breast cancer research.

3. I just love the sun! Bring on those rays!

4. Don’t you think my blossoms are just out 

 of this world?

5. I’m a very distinguished matriarch.

6. I was named for a lily I resemble.

7. I’m always sold in a blue Endless 

 Summer pot.

8. Ooh la la! I’m such a beauty!

9. I was bred by our own Mal Condon.

10. I’m a recent improvement on an old  

 garden staple.

How well do you know your Hydrangeas? 
by Suzanne Boas

Score one point for each match and each 
variety you got right:

1. G –H.q. ’Snowflake’

2. F –H.a. ‘Invincebelle Spirit II’

3. H –H.p. ‘ Limelight’

4. E –H.m. ‘ Cityline Mars’

5. I –H.m. ‘Madame Emile Mouillere

6. B –H.m. ‘Stargazer’

7. J –H.m. ‘Twist-n-Shout’

8. D –H.m. ‘Cityline Paris’

9. C –H.m. ‘Froggie’

10. A –H.a.  ‘Incrediball’

TOTAL POINTS

18-20 Step right up! With your 
 knowledge we need you  
 as our next Vice President!

15-17 You know your stu�! You  
 must have many of these  
 beauties in your own garden.

10-15 Good job. Some of these clues were hard.  
 Glad you took this challenge.

0-10 A great benefit of our society is our  
 educational o�erings. We’re all here  
 to help you learn more.

Hydrangea Name Quiz             (from page 8)



Bloom Color Control in H. macrophylla and H. serrata
We have addressed the subject of bloom color control in past presentations and news-
letters. It is always a common issue in Q&A sessions and deserves occasional review.  
This seems like an appropriate time to reflect on the most current practices. 

As most of you know, color control only applies to the H. macrophyllas and to a much 
lesser extent the H. serratas. Bloom color on other species cannot be altered with any 
current chemical application. Also, plants having white blossoms cannot be colored as 
they are devoid of pigment.  

The idea that soil pH determines the color of H. macrophylla and H. serrata blooms is 
only partially true. The availability of aluminum in the soil is the actual mechanism that 
controls color. Keep in mind too that aluminum is toxic to most plants, but hydrangeas 
can tolerate it favorably and to the advantage of bloom color. 

Soil pH, however, is secondarily important in that it determines whether the aluminum 
will be available to your hydrangea plants. And, as is the case with most metals in our 
soils, like iron for example, the soil must be moderately acidic for the plant to be able to 
assimilate it. Typically, a soil pH of 5.2 to 5.5, assuming your soil has adequate amounts 
of aluminum, will produce blue blooms.

Fortunately, if you favor blue, our Cape Cod soils contain aluminum and the natural pH 
levels are in the desired 5.0 to 5.5 range. But we typically amend our soils to improve 
other important plant growing properties like texture, humus level, fertility, and water 
holding capability. While these modifications can greatly improve the plant’s vegetative 
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growth and flowering capability, amend-
ments typically have higher pH levels, in 
the 6.0 to 6.8 range. And when blended 
with your existing in-ground soils at a 1:1  
to 3:1 range (favoring the amendment 
component), the pH of the amended soil 
may well be approaching 6.0. Soon your 
new plantings will start changing from 
your hoped-for blue blossoms to a paler 
shade or even start turning pink.

Keep in mind that the forgoing applies 
to in-ground plantings. If you’ve chosen 
to trial some container grown H. macro-
phyllas, and you’ll be using largely soilless 
planting mixes, there will be no aluminum 
present. You will have to apply it.

WHAT IS pH?

At this point, let’s present a simple expla-
nation of pH and how we might measure  
representative soil samples in the planting 
areas in our gardens.

pH is a measurement of the concentration
of hydrogen ions in a water-based solution,  
or in other words, the power of Hydrogen 
= pH. It is a reverse scale, i.e., a lower pH 
means that there are more hydrogen ions 
in the liquid, whereas a higher pH indicates 
fewer hydrogen ions in the liquid.

In simple terms, pH has a defined scale 
from 1 to 14 that indicates the acidity or 
alkalinity of a liquid. In the middle of the 
scale is pure distilled water, with a neutral 
pH of 7. Anything with a pH below 7 is 
acidic, and anything with a pH above 7 is 
basic or alkaline.

In soils, pH is measured in a slurry of soil 
mixed with water; it is considered a master 
variable as it a�ects many of the chemical 
processes in plant growth. It specifically 
a�ects nutrient availability by controlling 
the chemical forms of the di�erent nutrients 
and influencing the chemical reactions they 
undergo. The optimum pH range for most 
plants is between 5.0 and 7.5; however, 
many plants have adapted to thrive at pH 
values somewhat outside this range.

SOIL TESTING

Soil testing is well recognized as important, 
but getting it done is often postponed. 
UMass o�ers an excellent testing service 
and details can be accessed at this site:  
https://ag.umass.edu/services/soil- 
plant-nutrient-testing-laboratory.

A more immediate approach is to do 
it yourself via the new breed of digital  
testers. These instruments are e�ective,  
inexpensive, and readily available via  
on-line suppliers; one I recommend is  
a pH meter with automatic calibration 
available from Amazon for $16.95.*

CONT’D

* https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07NYZBYD3/ref=redir_mobile_desktop?_encoding=UTF8&aaxitk=-3pChdYnU8k1t  
jGsXmODnA&hsa_cr_id=9550621110601&pd_rd_plhdr=t&pd_rd_r=07eb5112-f6f2-47b1-aa84a6b2537e7&pd_rd_w= 
4wCDi&pd_rd_wg=WlMtB&ref_=sbx_be_s_sparkle_mcd_asin_0_img
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MAKING A COLOR CHANGE TO YOUR  
HYDRANGEAS — THE CRITICALS

The target soil pH for blue blossoms is in 
the 5.0 to 5.5 range. For pinks, shoot for 
6.0+. Cultivars having low bloom pigment 
levels such as ‘Nikko Blue’ can be readily 
adjusted between pink and blue. Medium 
to dark blue H. macrophylla cultivars like 
‘Mathilda Gutges’ have much more bloom 
pigment and can be vivid pinks as shown 
below. But this same pigment density can 
yield ‘Mathilda Gutges’ blooms with much 
better and more brilliant blue-purple hues 
via the addition of aluminum sulfate.

ENHANCING BLUES & PURPLES

Our soils are typically acidic with pH levels 
in the range of 5.2 to 5.6, making it easy 
to produce rich blue flowers. Aluminum 
sulfate is widely used and readily available. 
It’s an effective acidifier and quick-acting. 
It is a white crystal that’s totally soluble 
in water. While it can be applied dry, it is 
one of those products where “less is more” 
is the better path. I have seen too many 
over-acidified hydrangeas displaying very 
poor vegetative growth with few weak 
flowers. Most times the over-acidified 
plants fail totally before the acidity has 
leached out of the plant.

The best and safest approach is applying 
aluminum sulfate (Alum) in a simple 
drench: 1 Tablespoon/gallon of water.  
Your 2-gallon watering can will do nicely. 
Be sure the plant is well watered before 
adding acidifier. Apply mid-April, after early 
pruning, to the plant base avoiding plant 
wood and foliage. Limit applications to 
two per year, such as April 15 and May  
15. Patience is a virtue in bloom color 
optimization; approach conservatively but 
religiously and you shall be rewarded.

H. m ’Mathilda Gutges’

H. m ’Mathilda Gutges’

cont’d
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Garden sulfur is a very good acidifier too. It is somewhat 
slower-acting but less volume is needed. Espoma (better 
known for Holly-tone) and Bonide, o�er slow-release 
versions that are well advertised. But do remember, these 
products do not contain aluminum, the primary require-
ment for blueing.  

I have been using controlled-release versions of aluminum 
sulfate that have been available commercially for the past 
three years and I like what I see. The trade names of the 
two products I have trialed are Blue Knight and Sapphire. 
Early experience with these formulations, which are applied 

dry, look good and appear to eliminate the potential for over-acidification. Unfortunately, 
they have yet to be o�ered in home gardener packaging sizes – like 2 lb. instead of 50 lb. 
bags. I am exploring a repackaging possibility and hope to provide more information on 
that soon.  

ENHANCING PINKS & REDS

Changing to/or enhancing pinks and reds requires raising soil pH to a more neutral 
level – 6.0 to 6.4. Substantial lime addition, common powdered garden dolomitic lime, 
will be needed to sweeten predominantly acidic soil. Apply it in the fall and spring at 
moderate rates: ½ to 1 cup/plant. Scratch it in and water the plant well after application. 
It can take a lot of lime to raise a naturally acidic soil but again, the moderate but steady 
approach is best.

Also check the pH of your water source. Most town water is well bu�ered to pH levels 
approaching 6.8 to 7.2. Well water is likely much more acidic and will counteract your 
pinking e�ort. Be patient; it may take a few years to achieve the desired pH. 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Concrete foundations and walkways can leach lime and raise soil pH which is good 
for pinks and reds. Fertilizing NPK ratios have an e�ect too. Phosphorus counteracts  
aluminum uptake in the plant’s system. For better blues, use fertilizers with low  
phosphorous levels, i.e., the P in the N-P-K ratio.  
Harrell’s 14-3-17 is a bulk commercial product 
o�ering good blue color retention. Osmocote  
19-6-12 is a very good equivalent and is packaged  
in more convenient quantities. Conversely,  
common fertilizers like Miracle-Gro at 15-30-15  
are very suitable for pinks and reds. n

Author’s Note: This article will be posted on the CCHS website 
along with several relevant links to additional details for those of 
you wishing to know more about pH in general and its relevance  
to plant health in particular.

 "Winter, a lingering season,  
               is a time to gather 
                  golden moments, 
                  embark upon a  
                    sentimental journey,  
                  and enjoy every  
              idle hour.“ 
                             —John Boswell 



2021 UPCOMING EVENTS WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Michele Baker 
Centerville, MA

Ginny Cain 
Centerville, MA 

Maura Cain 
Centerville, MA

Stephanie Jensen 
Mashpee, MA 

David LaLima and Georgiana Thomas 
Westport, MA 

Patty Lipscomb 
Brewster, MA

Susan Marlatt 
Falmouth, MA

Shiela and Jim Meehan 
South Dennis, MA 

Joanne DeRico Trautmann 
Hastings-on-Hudson, NY

Carol Ubriaco 
Wellfleet, MA

Joanne Wedge 
West Yarmouth, MA 

Co-Presidents Pat Vigliorolo 

 Linda Coven

Vice President [Open]

Treasurer Rick Murray

Asst. Treasurer Peter Berrien

Secretary Caroline Weiss

Membership Emily Woudenberg

CCHS Board of Directors 2021

Display Garden Mal Condon 
Curator
Display Garden Barbara Marsala 
Maintenance
Facebook Marcia Chapman

Garden Docents Cathy Sampson

Historian [Open]

Hydrangea U. Joan Brazeau

Nominating Emily Woudenberg

CCHS Committee Chairs 2021

Newsletter Suzanne Boas

Publicity [Open]

Website [Open]

Speakers [Open]

Sponsorships Cathy Sampson

Social Affairs Joyce Halpert

Technology [Open]

Ways & Means Mary Kay Condon

Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival
Date:  July 9-18 
Time:  10 am - 4 pm 
Where: j1

Hydrangea University
Date:  July 9 
Time:  8:30 am - Noon 
Where: Virtual

Lunch Bunch
Date:  June 16 
Time:  Noon-2 pm 
Where: Linda Coven’s Home
Topic: Pot-n-Pot Demonstration

Bi-Monthly Zoom Presentation
Date:  March 16 
Time:  5 pm 
Speaker: Kristin Van Hoose of Hydrangeas Plus

Spring Business Meeting
Date:  May 12 
Time:  6 pm 
Where: TBD 
Speaker: Mal Condon
Topic: Hydrangeas of the Azores




