
Cape Cod Hydrangea Society Virtual Board Meeting 

October 7, 2020 

Via Zoom at 5:30PM 

Present:  Presidents Pat Vigliorolo and Linda Coven; Treasurer, Rick Murray; Assistant Treasurer 

and former President, Peter Berrien; Membership, Emily Woudenberg; and Secretary, Carolyn 

Weiss. 

The virtual meeting was held on Zoom and was called to order at 5:28PM.   

The minutes of the May 13, 2020 and August 3, 2020 were approved.   

The Treasurers report was approved. 

The Membership report was presented by Emily as follows: 

“Here are the current statistics of CCHS membership numbers.  As if October 3, 2020, we have 

215 members in the Cape Cod Hydrangea Society for the fiscal year of June 1, 2020 to May 30, 

2021.  This includes 89 single memberships and 63 two-person “family membership groups” of 

two people each (equals 215 individuals). 

Several of our members have second homes off-Cape.  Our furthest two members hail from 

Pasadena, California and Granville Beach, Nova Scotia.   

Our membership has been increasing.  Here are some historical comparisons.  As of May 6, 

2020 we had 204 members in the CCHS for the fiscal year of June 1, 2019 to May 30, 2020.  This 

includes 84 single memberships plus 60 family memberships of two people equaling 120 

individuals.  The total membership for May 6, 2020 was 204 persons.  As of September 28, 2019 

we had 188 members in the CCHS for the fiscal year June 1, 2018 to May 30, 2019.  This 

included 74 single memberships and 57 family memberships of two people equaling 114 

individuals.  Total membership September 28, 2019:  188 persons.” 

Old Business: 

We had cancellations of both the spring and fall business meetings due to Covid-19 and held 

virtual Board meetings in spring and fall.  Meet and greets for new members were cancelled 

due to weather.  Three successful Lunch Bunch Gatherings (9/19, 10/19, 8/20, 10/20) were held 

with one cancellation on June 20.  There was no Potluck Dinner, Wine in the Garden or Annual 

Dinner.  Most likely there will be no Holiday Party.  Hydrangea University and Hydrangea 

Festival were held.  A Board meeting with Past Presidents was held on August 3, 2020 to amend 

the By-Laws. 

New Business: 



 

Pat suggested that a new article be added to the By-Laws as follows: “Board and Membership 

Meetings:  Membership meetings are held twice annually.  Meetings of the Executive Board are 

held twice annually, usually one to two weeks prior to the Membership Meetings.   Additional 

Executive Board meetings may be called by the President(s), as necessary.  When 

unprecedented circumstances arise that prohibit gathering in person, both Membership and 

Executive Board Meetings may be held virtually and voting may be done either electronically or 

virtually.” 

Additionally, the Nominating Committee is under the direction of the Membership Director.  

The Board will choose who to appoint to the Nominating Committee, but the current 

President(s) should not be on the Committee nor appoint people to the Committee. 

Pat and Linda are working on transferring Facebook to new personnel.  The choices on voting 

electronically are by e-mail, Survey Monkey or a virtual meeting.  Carolyn will prepare the new 

By-laws with Board and Membership meetings added and will send copies to the President(s) 

with Bolded print for additions to old By-laws for distribution to the membership and non-

Bolded print for addition to the website. 

Website:  Fishnet NewMedia charges $150/hour for consulting and programming service, billed 

in quarter-hour increments of $37.50 and is willing to enhance our website but needs 

suggestions for updates (perhaps photos of gardens or snippets from newsletters).  Pat, Linda 

and Emily have corresponded with her and will arrange a meeting with her in Harwich.  They 

will also try to update the membership on the website without having to go through Wendy 

and incurring a charge every time a new member is added. 

Zoom Account:  Pat says we need to upgrade to hold a virtual meeting for the membership.  

Rick will look into a Zoom account for virtual meetings. The cost depends on how many people 

participate.  We should hold a virtual meeting in January and perhaps use it to vote on the new 

By-Laws.  

Job Descriptions: A new list of job and committee descriptions has been drawn up and typed by 

Carolyn.  This will appear on our website so people are informed about the type of job expected 

and the amount of time entailed in each case.   

A New Committee:  It was suggested that we add a new committee in January to format the 

Hydrangea Care Calendar doing a “month by month” on “how to care for Hydrangeas”.   

Heritage Museums and Gardens:  Rick would like us to send a letter to the new president of 

HMG explaining what we have done for them during the year to improve the gardens.  This 

should include money spent, hours logged.  The financial information is in the financial report 

of October 2019 to September 2020.  Rick estimates we spent $14,000 to $15,000 on the 

gardens.  Joy Bogsted has a copy of the volunteer hours.  Iris Clearwater at HMG has the 

“diggermen hours”.   Rick will check with Mal on this.   Cathy Sampson has the hours of the 



docents in the garden.  Joan Brazeau or Joan Harrison can offer info on the beginning of the 

relationship between HMG and CCHS.  Carolyn volunteered to write the letter.  Rick also wants 

to talk with HMG about monetizing our connection.  He feels we should reach out to more 

people to join and include other garden clubs and the general public in our programs and 

newsletters.  It was mentioned to make sure that Joan Brazeau is included in these talks.  

Suzanne Boas is willing to modify the newsletter to reach a broader audience and encourage 

new members to join. 

There was a lunch bunch held earlier today.  Twenty people attended, including six new people.  

Eight continued on the tour of Linda’s garden.  Fortunately, it was a sunny day.   

Committee Reports: 

The following committees had nothing new to report at that time.  They are:  Docents & 

Sponsors (Cathy Sampson); Hydrangea U (Joan Brazeau); Social Affairs (Joyce Halpert), 

Newsletter (Susanne Boas); and Ways & Means (Mary Kay Condon).  The following committees 

are newly created and open to date.  They are Publicity, Speakers (Bureau) and Technology.  

The following committees are new but non-operational to date.  They are Facebook (Marcia 

Chapman) and Nominating (Emily Woudenberg).  The following resignations have been 

tendered and those committees are now open: Historian (Elizabeth Payne) and Website (Judy 

Bartha).  The Propagation Committee has been dissolved by unanimous vote due to lack of 

interest (Tom Bartha). 

2020 Display Garden Report from Paula Rushworth: 

Early this spring Heritage Museums and Gardens was closed due to the Governor’s Covid orders 

of non-essential work.  Stay at home and social distancing orders were in place.  There are 23 

members on the maintenance team roster, about nine snowbirds did not come back to the 

Cape for the season due to restrictions.  Once the restrictions on non-essential closures and the 

stay-at-home advisory were lifted we were able to meet at the display garden as a team 

June 3 was the first group workday with a great turnout of 13 members.  Mal was able to be 

with us.  We all wore masks, practiced social distancing and got to work.  There was a lot of 

happiness in seeing each other.  We continued with biweekly work sessions through 

September. 

Joy Bogsted offered to take care of the sign-in sheets and yearly CORI forms which turned out 

to be a big help.  Iris Clearwater later added a new volunteer form to be completed by all new 

team members.  Iris received the three required forms. 

The hydrangeas looked beautiful this year and although HU was virtual due to Covid there was 

a great number of HU participants curious to tour the display garden.  Their praise and 

comments were wonderful to hear.  The docents were outstanding. 



A stunning collection of cement planters featuring “Pot in Pot” style plantings were added to 

the terrace area and a beautiful new water feature and plantings at the display garden east 

entrance are a lovely sight and area for visitors. 

August was a time for weeding and general maintenance.  By September we were deadheading 

spent blooms and thinking about drying blooms for decorating.  At this point we don’t know if 

we will be decorating Christmas trees for Gardens Aglow.  Heritage is in the process of 

determining what will be happening. 

I am now stepping down as the Maintenance Team Coordinator.  It has been a pleasure and an 

honor.  Barbara Marsala has stepped forward to take over as the Maintenance Team 

Coordinator.  Barbara has been a dedicated member of the team since 2014 and brings with her 

considerable plant knowledge and skills. 

Thank you to Mal Condon and all those who have been a part of the display garden and 

maintenance team.  

Mal Condon’s Curator’s Report: 

Barbara Marsala is now the Coordinator of the CCHS Maintenance Team.  I am very pleased 

that Barbara has come forward as she has been a strong “regular” on the team and is keenly 

interested in all things “Hydrangea”.  Paula Rushworth did a great job during her time in charge.  

She must now focus on personal demands but will continue to lead the Antique Bloom 

Collection Program principle to the Christmas Decoration Event for Gardens Aglow 2020 at 

Heritage. 

I will be meeting with Barbara in the Gardens this month to review our progress in 2020, 

winter-over plans in the display garden and early 2021 activities for both the display and test 

gardens.  Initial response to our increased responsibilities – adding the test garden to our 

regular work list – was somewhat hesitant but we now all know well that we – CCHS – has a 

vested interest in making both sides of the main road at Heritage look great. 

Our society’s financial “investment” in the display garden in 2020 – namely the establishment 

of a wonderful new east entrance to the garden – has produced superior results.  It is simply 

wonderful!  The planting is now complete, and irrigation is totally operational, save for 

watering the large containers, which is done manually and regularly by Heritage horticulture 

staff.  I am especially pleased with our society’s commitment to the property and totally 

supportive of the CCHA – Heritage union.  The hydrangea gardens at Heritage are truly 

outstanding and this recognition will continue to expand – thanks to CCHS member 

involvement. 

The meeting concluded at 6:35PM. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Carolyn Weiss, CCHS Secretary   


