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Hydrangeas: a perfect Valentine’s Day treat! 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

The Holiday Season is now behind us; 2016 was a very good year for The Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 
in terms of membership and participation in our sponsored events. And 2017 promises to be another 
banner year for us. 

Hydrangea University enjoyed an outstanding first time success. Dean Joan Brazeau and her 
superb team put together an excellent program that was the kick-off event of the Cape-wide 
Hydrangea Festival. For 2017, I’ve managed to twist Joan’s arm for one more time. Last year’s 
speakers have succumbed to promises of grandeur and will return with new titles and content. 
Equally big news - the program site will be at Heritage - in the Heald Auditorium in the Round (Auto) 
Barn, on Friday July 7, and again it will be the Festival’s opening event. Heritage is keen to enjoin 
with us and their marketing and promotional capabilities should bode well for a very strong turn-out. 
Full details should be available on The CCHS and Heritage websites later in February. 

The other segment of the Festival we again supported well was the Member Garden Tours. We had 
(6) gardens on the tour, each on a different day. Individual turn-out was variable and we continue to 
‘learn’ from our own experiences plus those shared by other groups offering tours of member gardens. 
Mary Kay Condon will soon be emailing what she’s learned and her thoughts on what we might do for 
2017. Do keep in mind that the combined net financial value of these two involvements in 2016 
sweetened the CCHS Treasury by the combined benefit of $6,200. The great work of the individuals 
and teams involved has enabled us to continue to strongly support important functions dedicated to 
actively promoting hydrangeas - and to being able to pass along the following member benefit relating 
to the next comment. 

The Board has now unanimously approved moving the Dues Renewal Date to June 1st rather than 
the present November 1st deadline. In our discussions, it became obvious that members are more 
spring-time focused on society involvements, local garden events, and work amongst their own 
hydrangeas for the coming busy summer. So, the new date is effective immediately. And here’s the 
financial kicker; members who are paid up through November 1, 2016 will remain in good standing 



until May 31, 2018! Also, Emily Woudenberg has done an outstanding job of chasing down the tardy. 
She’ll be emailing all of you on her ‘list’ one more time offering you a further short ‘grace’ period to 
respond. We definitely want you to continue to be a part of CCHS - so get on with it! 

2017 will be the 10th anniversary of the founding of the CCHS and initializing the early plan 
for what has become our wonderful Display Garden at Heritage! The Board will soon begin to develop 
a plan for something a little special to celebrate this significant event. Suggestions from our general 
membership are most welcome and much appreciated. 

Another important task currently before the Board is selecting a new Vice President. This is a 
critical board position as the VP typically ascends to the role of President after two years, and this 
change of office is scheduled to take place at the Fall Regular Meeting in September of this year. We 
are, of course, hopeful we’ll find a good candidate during the next few months as the new VP will have 
little time to acclimate to the role. 

So here’s another chance for any member to be participative, either yourself or someone you think 
would be a valued candidate. Please remember that our Society’s continuation depends totally on 
members willing to step forward and accept roles of responsibility. Without this commitment from 
members, societies stagnate and often fail. While I certainly don’t think this will happen to us I have 
sadly seen two other hydrangea societies fall by the wayside in the past 10 years. 

So let’s hear from ya! Any board member would be most pleased to receive your inquiries and discuss 
the associated responsibilities. I am also totally reachable, preferably by email through February. And 
I can phone you in return. ALWAYS pleased to hear from you.  Mal 

 

This winter’s edition of Mal’s Corner is in the works but the author has been under the weather. 
Fortunately, he’s now in the Bahamas where the restorative effects of the sun and warmth will bring 
him around. His ‘Corner’ will be emailed soon to all as a separate missive. 

 

 

A Hyannis property with hydrangeas “in bloom” in early February. 

 



Holiday Open House 

Hosted by Mal and Mary Kay Condon 
December 13, 2016 

 

 
Mary Kay and Mal Condon in their festively decorated home. 

 

 
 



 

Good company, good food, festive atmosphere…how can you go wrong? 

Everyone seemed to enjoy the usual roar of happy conversation when Hydrangea Society members get 
together. This was a great way to get into a real holiday spirit. 

Thanks, Mal and Mary Kay! 

 

   

       Partygoers Ann & Marie Gates (left) and Pat Vigliorolo (right) decked out in holiday attire. 

 



 

     When I drive around the Cape during the growing season my eyes are always attracted to hydrangeas. On 
many familiar routes my eyes automatically go to the locations of favorite hydrangeas even during the off-
season when they are not in bloom. A few weeks ago on a drive over to Chatham I saw the precautions taken by 
the owners of the property known as “Hydrangea Walk”. Clearly they intend to protect those hydrangeas! I 
thought you might enjoy seeing all the fencing they put up, and then a picture of the glorious hydrangeas in full 
bloom. I think in the dead of winter we need reminders of the beauty to come. 

 

 

 

 



                    

I thought you might enjoy these pictures of people with hydrangeas. There was an article in The Cape Cod 
Times (years ago) about Kurt Vonnegut which I enjoyed reading, and I especially liked this picture of him 
surrounded by hydrangeas. And the other photo shows the woman who inspired me, Penny McHenry, the 
founder of the American Hydrangea Society, for whom the ‘Penny Mac’ hydrangea is named. I regret that I 
never got to meet her in person. 

 

Thank you, Joyce Jenks, for sharing this picture of cupcakes decorated to look like hydrangeas. If you are 
housebound in this cold weather you might like to try your hand at this. I will admit that I tried to make them a 
few years ago and the results were not nearly as attractive as those in the picture above. In fact, I’m quite sure 

the word “attractive” could not be accurately attached to my batch of cupcakes. Sigh. 



Hydrangea Plant Series 

by Joan Harrison 

 

With the increased popularity of hydrangeas, new varieties are flooding the market. These varieties are 
heavily marketed and with all the marketing hype it’s up to us to figure out which claims are true and which 
varieties are likely to survive the test of time. Our own display garden is filled with tried-and-true varieties that 
have already passed the test of time. A major reason for the creation of the new hydrangea test garden at 
Heritage is to study these new varieties in a garden setting over a period of time to see how well they perform. 
One way we can become better informed consumers is to study the claims of these new introductions and 
compare notes about how they match up with our observations in our own gardens and elsewhere. Thus, I am 
introducing in this newsletter a series about hydrangea series, as these series account for a large number of 
recent introductions.  

      The mission of The Cape Cod Hydrangea Society is to learn all we can about hydrangeas 
and to share what we have learned with the community as a whole. This means that all 
members are committed to learning about hydrangeas. I am calling for active participation in 
this project and will detail what you can do at the end of this section. 

 Each issue of the newsletter will introduce one hydrangea series. In this issue I have chosen to focus on 
the Everlasting® Series. Please note the ® symbol used to name the series. It stands for “registered”. Another 
symbol frequently associated with new plant names is ™ which stands for trademark. Both are intended as 
forms of protection for the breeders so that anyone propagating and selling a plant under that name would 
have to pay a fee to the breeder. Many new cultivar names have not followed a code established years ago to 
maintain clarity. As a simplified example, if there is a hydrangea named ‘Blue Danube’, another breeder can’t 
name a new variety ‘Blue Danube’. It would be too confusing to consumers. Unfortunately there is a lot of 
confusion in the horticulture industry about the naming of plants, even when they consult trademark lawyers. 
Here is a link to an excellent article by Tony Avent of Plant Delights Nursery about this issue: 

https://www.plantdelights.com/blogs/articles/name-that-plant 

 Please note that much of the information below comes directly from Plants Nouveau (“New Plants, New 
Markets, New Solutions”), the marketers of the Everlasting Series. We all understand advertising claims. They 
are trying to sell a product. It may be true that these products (hydrangea plants) live up to their billing. But, 
we need to learn more before we accept these claims as true. 

 

Everlasting®Series 

 
“Bred in The Netherlands for the cut flower market. These stellar new selections were bred for the cut flower market, so 
they have amazingly tough stems, strong, deeply colored, thick leathery foliage and the strongest, longest lasting 
mophead blooms we’ve ever seen. Everyone is searching for the next re-blooming hydrangea, but what about a 
hydrangea that grows three feet tall and has blooms that start one color and take a journey to maturity that may 

involve three or more color changes along the way? These are better than re-blooming, they’re Everlasting®! A 

fairytale like journey starting with various shades of green and aging to multiple shades of green, pink, purple, blue and 

red and then finally back to green with a hint of the previous color.  They’ll satisfy even the most demanding princess with 

their mélange of colors.” (Source: Plants Nouveau) 

 

 There are about a dozen named cultivars in the series. In doing research for this series I found another 
one called Everlasting®Diamond, but could find no information about that one. It seems these plants had a 
previous name, all called Magical instead of Everlasting (just to add to the confusion), and there were more 
plants in the Magical series. I know that sometimes plant series have different names depending on the market 
(e.g. Europe vs. U.S.), and this might account for the difference in names. The following plants are now 
marketed here in the U.S. under the names given. 

Everlasting®:Coral, Amethyst, Bride, Green Cloud, Harmony, Ocean, Garnet, Jade, Revolution, Opal, Noblesse, Galaxy. 
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Everlasting® Coral 

 

Everlasting® Amethyst 

          

Everlasting® Bride 

   

 

Everlasting® Green Cloud 

   

Everlasting® Harmony 
 

     
 
 
Everlasting® Ocean 

   

Everlasting Coral is a brand new selection with saturated colors and a fascinating aging 
sequence.  Sturdy, mop head blooms on thick, upright stems emerge coral pink, and then 
over a few weeks time mature to a deep pink with violet edges, giving the bloom lots of 
dimension.  The final aging stage of this colorful new selection is lime green with white 
edges. A clever, colorful addition to any garden with cut flowers that last for weeks and 
weeks. (Plants Nouveau) 

 

 
Everlasting Amethyst is a brand new selection with amazing potential for the gift, the garden 
and the cut flower industry.  Sturdy, mop head blooms held high on thick, upright stems emerge 
bright, fuchsia pink or violet blue, depending on the acidity of the soil, aging to a reddish pink 
with lime green markings. The blooms remain strong and sturdy as a cut flower as the plant ages 
to its final shade, lime green, a new favorites of many brides.  You’ll want the beautiful new 
selection in your garden for viewing and for cutting year after year. (Plants Nouveau) 

 

What happens when a bride walks into the room…all eyes are upon her! And 
this new Everlasting hydrangea is no different. The blooms of this stunning 
variety remind us of lace and pearls. Yes, perfect for a summer wedding, pure 
white flowers with hard blooms and strong stems for cuts. As the flowers 
mature, they turn to mint green, adding yet another nuance to this promising 
new selection.  (Plants Nouveau) 
  

 

Green Cloud lives up to its name by opening with celery-green flowers, each 
with a white eye-zone and turns ablaze with red and green tones as it matures. 
Strong stems, hard flowers and classic, antique colors are all signature 
attributes of the Everlasting Series. Plant Green Cloud in a special container to 
show off its amazing green flowers, or place in the garden with some of the 
other Everlasting varieties, but don’t forget to harvest the stems – they’ll add 
flair to any arrangement with their incredible colors and will last in a vase for 
over a month! (Plants Nouveau) 

 

Everlasting Harmony is a sought after new selection adorned in soft pink and 
cream mop head blooms.  Strong, yet compact and covered with large, sturdy 
blooms, you’ll want to display this plant in your mixed border or foundation 
and then bring some blooms in everyday to enjoy their soft, feminine color as 
the blooms mature. In a harmonious parade of color, the blooms first develop 
a deeper pink or blue tone with green edges, and then fade to a lovely, soft 
celery green, yet remain strong and sturdy as a cut flower for weeks. (Plants 
Nouveau) 

 

Everlasting Ocean is the perfect plant to give to someone who has just 
welcomed a brand new baby girl into his or her life.  Many bright pink, cupped 
florets make up the sturdy mop head blooms giving the appearance of a bundle 
of bumbershoots tied in a bow held high on strong, sturdy green stems. As the 
blooms mature, they settle into darker shade pink and develop creamy edges. 
The final aging stage is lime green with darker pink margins and as the blooms 
ages, the blooms remain strong and sturdy as a cut flower for weeks. 

(Plants Nouveau) 

 
 



Everlasting® Garnet 

 

Everlasting® Jade 

 

Everlasting® Revolution 

     

Everlasting® Opal 

 

Everlasting® Noblesse 

    

Everlasting® Galaxy 

 

I should point out that if plants are marketed as a series, they share some common traits but are still 
distinguishable from one another. Notice in the above descriptions the common traits: Strong, sturdy stems on 
compact plants, good cut flowers, long lasting bloom, and lots of color changes. No fewer than five descriptions 
relate to their use in weddings (marketing!): Amethyst, Bride, Garnet, Opal, and Noblesse. 

Hydrangea Everlasting Garnet is a brand new selection with amazing 
potential.  Sturdy, mop head blooms on thick, upright stems emerge bright, 
reddish-pink.  As the blooms mature, they change to lime green and develop 
pink picotee markings, but remain strong and sturdy as a cut flower.  The final 
aging stage of this grand and stately beauty is total lime green, a favorite of 
mine and many brides too.  This is one plant you’ll want in your garden for 
viewing and for cutting year after year.  (Plants Nouveau) 

 
 

Everlasting Jade is as lovely in the garden as it is in a vase or as a potted 
plant on your brunch table. Flowers open the softest lime green and age to a 
saturated deep green with fire engine red tips. The parade of colors is as long 
lasting as the blooms and they hold their shape and form, giving the garden 
and your table months of joy.  (Plants Nouveau) 

 

 
Repeat flowering hydrangeas often disappoint because they bloom so 
sporadically. Buy this plant and enlighten your garden with a blooming 
revolution. Revolution not only flowers on new and old wood, making it sure 
to bloom for everyone, but the flowers fade to magical color combinations of 
deep pink, maroon and true blue, adding green highlights as they age over a 
long period of time.   This is the most attractive re-blooming hydrangea ever. 
Not only is it a gorgeous, tough, long-lasting flower, it’s a blooming machine 
that is certain to please.  (Plants Nouveau) 

 

Hydrangea Everlasting Opal is a brand new selection with amazing 
potential.  Sturdy, mop head blooms on thick, upright stems emerge bright, 
lavender-pink.  As the blooms mature, they change to lime green and develop 
pink picotee markings, but remain strong and sturdy as a cut flower.  The 
final aging stage of this grand and stately beauty is celadon green, a favorite 
of mine and many brides too.  This is one plant you’ll want in your garden for 
viewing and for cutting year after year.  (Plants Nouveau) 

 

Hydrangea Everlasting Noblesse is one of the newest selections from this 
amazing line of great performers. Crisp, celery green flowers are brightened 
by white centers with complimentary purple eyes. As the blooms mature, the 
white is not as prominent, turning a more saturated green. A strong grower, 
with remarkable flower power, Noblesse is a lovely choice for a garden 
setting, while doubling as the perfect cut flower for weddings and other 
important events.  (Plants Nouveau) 

 

 
A new introduction to the everlasting series. The flowers emerge rusty-red 
with tinges of green and mature to more saturated tones of the same colour 
with deep green foliage. This amazing colour combo makes Galaxy a good 
choice for cuts, with strong stems and hard flowers. Perfect in containers as 
well. Blooms on both old and new wood.  (Plants Nouveau) 

 

 



 

 

What you can do to contribute to our store of knowledge: (1) Tell us about your own 
experiences with plants in this series. Word of mouth is SO important. Do you love a plant in this series? 
Tell us why, the more details the better and any pictures you have would be great. (2) Do some research to 
add to the information presented here. There is a ton of information on the Internet and I don’t have 
time to go through all of it. Cold winter months are a great time to do some serious browsing. Share with us 
whatever you can find about this series. 

In the spring issue I will cover the Cityline Series. If you have had experience with any plant in that series 
that will add to our common knowledge, please let me know before the spring issue comes out (generally in 
May). 

For the spring issue I will compile all the information you contribute about both the Everlasting series and the 
Cityline series. It might be a good idea to save the pages of this issue dealing with the Everlasting series to 
review when comments appear in the next newsletter. It may be that one or more cultivars in the series will 
stand out as being particularly effective in local gardens.  

Send all comments, pictures, results of research, etc to me at joanofma@hotmail.com. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 
P.O. Box 681 
South Dennis, MA 02660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

When I listed different varieties available in nurseries near me last spring, 
several in this series were represented, though not all in bloom. Harmony (see 
tag at the left) was one such. Clearly the tag emphasized all the touted color 
changes. At The Farm in Orleans I found Ocean. Agway (Orleans) had 
Revolution, Garnet, and Harmony. Crocker Nurseries had Harmony and 
Revolution. I think it would be helpful to us to ask the buyers at garden centers 
how they choose which hydrangeas to purchase. I’m sure much of it is demand 
driven, but what about new series? How much feedback do they get (and keep 
track of) from customers? I encourage all of you to see if you can get some 
answers to these questions at the garden center(s) you frequent. 

mailto:joanofma@hotmail.com

