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Blooming hydrangeas were not plentiful in the summer of 2016 

 but there were still some beauties around. This lacecap, converted into a watercolor, 
 was spotted in Harwich Port in July. 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
 
HYDRANGEA FESTIVAL 

Hydrangea University 
Good attendance, excellent presentations, very complimentary attendees, and strong financial results - 
especially for a first-time event. Our treasurer, Ginny McCabe, reports our net income for Hydrangea U. was 
$3,600. Well done Dean Joan Brazeau, speakers, and support staff!  
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                         Photo by Mary Cabral 

Member Tour Gardens 
Our (6) member gardens on tour had a splendid combined total of 455 visitors! Special thanks to Peg Black, 
Jan Kasper, Dan Pessoni, Gloria Buxbaum, Linda Coven, and the Condons.  Ginny reports our net proceeds 
from these tours - plus associated supplementary plant sales - was $2600. Congrats to all - especially the 
gardeners, Mary Kay Condon and Pat Vigliorolo for their direction, and the docent team who provided great 
assistive support - not only for the tours but for their assistive sharing with visitors in the Display Garden 
during the Festival.  
 

Dean Joan Brazeau (left) 
with Hydrangea University 
speakers Joan Harrison, Peg 
Black, and Mal Condon. 
 

Congratulations to Peg Black whose 
Chatham garden was featured in the  
August 2016 issue of Better Homes & 
Gardens!   



A special thanks also to Spring Meadow Nurseries for supplying a substantial quantity of one quart container 
grown Hydrangea macrophylla plants. One plant was given to each Hydrangea U. attendee and many more 
were sold on site and at other member tour gardens. Spring Meadow / Proven Winners bore the total cost 
including the shipping. Please do remember these generous plant suppliers when you’re expanding your 
garden. 
 
Although a bit prejudiced, I am most pleased and deeply appreciative of the combined efforts of so many 
members of our Society. The Festival has given us a rare financial opportunity; the combined benefit of $6,200 
speaks for itself. It enables us to continue to strongly support important functions dedicated to actively 
promoting hydrangeas. Interest in our favorite plant genus remains major and we are so well positioned to 
share what we continue to learn and to sustain this enthusiasm in our Cape Cod gardens. More members than 
ever participated in these Festival events - perhaps, hopefully, this dedication is becoming contagious. As 
Ginny noted, the work of many has paid off! 
 
 
Heritage Museums & Gardens 

Dedication of the new North American Hydrangea Test Garden 
This wonderful new garden directly across the main road from our great Display Garden was officially 
dedicated and opened for all to enjoy on the morning of July 12. The dedication for the most part took place in 
the Display Garden as the big hemlock trees provided needed shade from the hot sun. Ellen Spear, President & 
CEO of Heritage, welcomed the group of garden goers, board members, media reps, and a few serious 
hydrangeaphiles. This latter few each had a few words to share and the crowd then moved to the new garden 
entrance to cut the ceremonial ribbon. 
 
 

 
 

It was a short, pleasant, and rewarding ceremony, especially for the HM&G staff that had labored for 3 
months to create this garden which will highlight the many new hydrangea cultivars being introduced every 
year. The plantings feature a mix of hydrangeas interspersed with perennials, a plan such as one might pursue 
in their own home garden. These new introductions will be evaluated on several parameters - bud cold-
hardiness, bloom density and quality, general growth characteristics, re-blooming capability, etc. By contrast, 
our Display Garden will continue to feature the tried and true hydrangea varieties that have endured for their 
splendid and long appreciated flowering display - at least following our more normal zone 7 winters. CCHS 
members can take great pleasure in the fact that our Display Garden has been a major catalyst in Heritage’s 
now significant embrace of hydrangeas. And further, as a Founding Sponsor of the new Hydrangea Test 
Garden, we can be very proud of the continuing impact of our relationship with Heritage and their hydrangeas. 
My Warmest Thanks to All of You!  Mal  

 
 



 
Mal’s Corner  

July came to a close today - another all too dry month in terms of 
needed rainfall. I checked the Cape Cod Times weather page this 
morning and noted that the monthly rainfall for July (through 
yesterday) was 2.69” versus the ‘normal’ month to date of 2.71”. My own 
tally has been slightly less at 2.38”. June was very dry - 0.55” actual vs. 
3.25” average, a very poor rainfall start to our summer. July’s rain came 
in just a couple of heavy downpours. This has become a repetitive 
summer pattern over the last several years - appreciable rain events 
(mostly thunderstorms) followed by long dry, and hot, periods of several 
weeks duration. 

Our much favored Hydrangea macrophylla plants suffer 
appreciably under these weather conditions - scorched blossoms, burnt 
leaf edges, and total afternoon wilting on many cultivars. Hand watering 
has become a regular chore. Some of you have installed soaker hoses 
with manual timers to help the process. And while this does improve the 
watering process, I’d like to share a better long-term approach - 
installing drip (surface) irrigation around all plants to insure adequate 
and consistent watering via a simple mechanical timer or preferably a 
battery-operated control valve. 

I’ve installed a considerable amount of this surface irrigation over the years and enjoyed much success in 
terms of better plant growth, bloom density, and extended bloom time. The automated application of water 
insures a uniformity of soil moisture clearly superior to our summertime rainfall intervals and generally better 
than our hand-watering which too often becomes an irregular occurrence. And if you travel away for a few days 
- and no one’s available - well, you know the rest of the story. Installing this type of irrigation is relatively 
simple. The components are commonly sold at irrigation supply locations. The necessary components are not 
expensive and installation is very straightforward and not particularly difficult. I know this isn’t something 
many of you will actually do, but I present it here to provide you with some level of understanding that may 
help you to better communicate with an installer. For those of you with even a modest mechanical aptitude, 
you just might love doing it. So here’s how to go about it. 

Installing Drip / Surface Irrigation for Woody Ornamental Plants 
The process is applicable to all ‘woody ornamentals’ but we’ll concentrate, of course, on hydrangeas. The 

best manufacturer of irrigation components in general is the Israeli company Netafim. They are ‘long in the 
tooth’ in surface irrigation products as in that part of the world plant produce is very effectively grown using 
very little water. Netafim has a major presence in the USA and their website - http://www.netafimusa.com - is 
worth visiting. Their 17mm diameter tubing with internal emitters on 12” spacing is the most widely used thin-
walled tubing. A good range of fittings is available and in summertime temperatures, the fittings - with modest 
force - can be pushed into the tubing. When temps are cooler, a small propane torch helps to warm the tubing. 

 

 

Look  
what  
we  
started!!! 

 



Plain 17 mm tubing (no emitters) is used to cover the space between emitter sections. Both tubing types are 
available in 100 and 250 ft. lengths which should work for most installations. 

I prefer to create ‘Rings’ to individually encircle each plant. My most common Rings contain (4) or (5) 
emitters and are approx. 4 and 5 ft. in circumference (15” and 19” in diameter). Using my trusty pruners, I 
easily cut the tubing midway between a pair of adjacent emitters. A ‘Tee’ fitting completes the Ring and the 
center stub of the Tee connects via plain tubing to the supply line loop which encircles the garden bed. With 
large plants, it’s preferable to complete the Ring after encircling the plant. The manifold is also plain tubing; a 
second Tee is installed in the supply loop to accept the short length of tubing from the Ring. The accompanying 
photos illustrate these details. 

 

 

Your irrigation network can initially be connected manually to a nearby hose bib on the exterior of your 
home. A standard garden hose can be used for longer distances. Later you can dig in (6” below the surface) a 
section of plain 17 mm tubing to the hose bib. Note the photo of the end assembly to attach to the hose bib. 

 
 
For single bed irrigation using your home water supply, a filter is generally not required. Once you’re 

satisfied with your system you can automate the irrigation schedule using a simple battery operated hose-end 
timer unit like the one shown in the photo.  

 
 

Each emitter is rated for 0.9 gallons of water per 
hour at typical 40 psi home water system pressure. 
Given real-life losses, the ‘true’ flow is likely closer to 
0.75 gpm - so each plant will receive approx. 3 to 4 
gallons of water per hour. You can adjust the 
watering run-time frequency and duration to suit 
your site and weather. 

I like the supply loop approach as it allows for 
easy installation of future additional plants. The 
Rings can also be simply linked together with each 
Ring having a second Tee. This installation 
procedure may sound difficult but the photos should 
help to illustrate the assembly. I completed this (18) 
plant installation in about 90 minutes. 

 

 



Last, but hardly least, is the finish mulching application. Easy to do, only cover the exposed tubing which is 
already flush with or just imbedded in the soil surface. Typically, about 2 inches of mulch coverage does the job 
nicely. And remember, the mulch ‘line’ should end just inside the irrigation ring.   

Given the often extended hot and dry periods in our summertime, improving your hydrangea irrigation 
could well bring greater growth and blooming performance - and save you some often boring watering 
maintenance. ‘Irri’ installation isn’t a difficult exercise; many of you are very capable of achieving effective 
results. Maybe next spring we’ll do a workshop on the process. So don’t be shy, just give it a try! My best, Mal    

   
LUNCH BUNCH – DONNA ROBINSON’S HOUSE – JULY 14TH 

Report and photos by Joyce Jenks 

Donna Robinson of Brewster hosted Lunch Bunch on 6/14/16, Flag Day.  The white picket fence 
fronting her home boasted crisp buntings along with yellow Knockout Roses and various yellow or gold flowers. 
The group enjoyed lunch and conversation at her large covered patio in the rear of the home.  Donna, an artist 
who is showing/selling her oil paintings at the Hyannis Art Shanties 6/20-26 and 9/5 - 25, designed and 
planted all the containers and gardens on her property.  These included raised bed vegetable gardens, an herb 
garden, and five dozen or so hydrangeas...with buds!.... among unusual shrub gardens and interesting trees.   
 

          
Donna Robinson conducting a tour of her garden.                       A colorful window box at Donna’s home. 
 
 

                  
      Donna continues the guided tour.                                                 The covered patio was perfect for a relaxed lunch.  
 
 

                                            
               
       

Many thanks to Donna Robinson who not only 
provided her garden for lunch bunch but who was 
also the featured artist in Linda Coven’s West 
Yarmouth Garden for the Hydrangea Festival tour. 



LINDA COVEN’S WEST YARMOUTH GARDEN – A CCHS GARDEN TOUR PARTICIPANT 
 

      
                              Linda Coven has demonstrated an extremely effective design for a small garden.  
 

     
CCHS members Joy Bogstad and Betsey Godley greeted visitors to Linda’s garden.           Mary Kay Condon and Jean Poupart toured Linda’s garden. 

 
 

DAN PESSONI’S GARDEN IN ORLEANS – HYDRANGEA FESTIVAL – JULY 17, 2016 
 

        
Member Judith Shay greeted visitors to Dan’s garden.           Visitors admired daylilies and trees before heading to the                                                             
                                                                                                hydrangea collection behind the house. 

   Betsey Godley brought the arrangement (above) featuring ‘Annabelle’ and ‘Bella Anna’. 

Cape Cod Hydrangea Festival, July 15th 



GARDEN PARTY AT JOAN & BOB BRAZEAU’S HOUSE – JULY 26, 2016 
 

   
 

   
 

             
 

Photos  
by 

Rob Boas 

All the happy faces 
make clear what a fun 
party it was! 



           
                                                                                                     The hostess who makes everything look easy. Thanks, Joan! 
 

MEMBER PROFILE: Elizabeth Payne by Joan Harrison 

 

 
            Elizabeth Payne 
 

 When asked about those early days she had this to say. “When Joan called and asked me if I 
would be willing to help establish a hydrangea society here on the Cape, without hesitation I said 
‘Yes,’ truthfully without having any idea what was involved. The enthusiasm of the group Joan put 
together was energizing. The absolutely best feeling of all came when we had our first public meeting 
at Sturgis Library and people just kept coming in. Judy (Deal) and Carol (Swirbalus) were stretched to 
the limit trying to greet everyone as they came in. That was such a high.” 

 

                       
Elizabeth’s green thumb was obvious from the moment you approached her front door.  The sun porch at the back of the 
house provided an awe-inspiring view of Elizabeth’s ‘Tardiva’ paniculatas. 

In 2007 Elizabeth Payne co-founded the CCHS with 
Joan Harrison. From the moment she agreed to help 
establish a hydrangea society here on the Cape until the 
present day she has been a quiet and effective behind-
the-scenes person who has contributed enormously to 
our group. One of her many contributions was providing 
the meeting place for our first board of directors. Her sun 
porch, surrounded by hydrangeas, was a happy and 
inspirational gathering place where we hatched plans to 
launch the organization we now know as the Cape Cod 
Hydrangea Society. 



Elizabeth has served on the CCHS board of directors in many capacities. She was asked how many 

“hats’ she had worn over the years: “My first hat was Secretary and since then I have held 

Hospitality and Publicity as Board positions. After 9 years on the Board I have resigned this year 

and now only hold the position of Historian, which is not a Board position. In September of 2014 I 

put together the list of hydrangeas that our members have in their gardens which, with only 34% of 

our members responding, turned out to be a staggering 231varities. I’ll be sending out an e-mail 

very soon to update that list.” 

 

“I was late to come to my love of hydrangeas. My first love was roses, but I found them difficult 
to grow here because of the humidity. And so I turned to hydrangeas and the more I grew the more I 
wanted. Eventually the total reached 69! I love the delicate flowers and colors of the serratas, in 
particular ‘Preziosa’, and I definitely prefer the pink to the blue.” She moved from her home and 

garden to King’s Way in February and she was asked if it was difficult to leave her garden. “Not in 

February when I moved, but I have missed it this summer. Not the work, but the end result!”  

 “Back in 1999 when I first moved (to the Cape) a friend was plant shopping in a garden 

center off Cape and was looking at hydrangeas. The owner commented that he wished he knew 

someone living on the Cape because he had this particular hydrangea that was not hardy just that 

little bit further north. She told him that it was his lucky day because she had a friend who had just 

moved to the Cape – me. He gave her the hydrangea to give to me. It was a Sargentiana – an 

unusual hydrangea, which Mal came and dug up before I sold my house and which is now planted 

at Heritage.” 

Elizabeth, a retired librarian, has many and varied interests outside the hydrangea society. “I 

volunteer at the South Yarmouth Library two mornings a week, which I absolutely love. I belong to 

a book group. Until this year I ran a cookbook club, where we all got together once a month, ate out 

in different restaurants and shared restaurants. Now, we’ll just get together a few times a year. I 

play Scrabble, I do jigsaw puzzles and I play Mah Jong. I love to cook, but don’t do as much since I 

moved, but as soon as soup season is here I’ll be back in the kitchen. Oh, and I like to cross-stitch.” 

Elizabeth says she enjoys “the camaraderie that comes with being among a group of people 

who love hydrangeas as much as I do.” Her current goals are to stay healthy and to continue to 

enjoy her friendships. THANK YOU, Elizabeth, for all you do for our hydrangea society! 

 
Elizabeth grew up in England. It’s no 

wonder, then, that she really knows how to 
put on an excellent tea party! 

“I was born and raised in Kent, known as 
the “Garden of England” and for beer 
connoisseurs also where the hops are grown. 
My love of gardening came from my mother; 
everything she touched grew and flourished. 
I used to go home every year, sometimes 
twice a year, but now my sister and I 
alternate years so I’m just going home every 
other year.” 

 



 

 
H.m. ‘Vanilla Swirl’ 
 

 
Despite the bad year for hydrangeas, there were lots of beautiful blooms at the potluck dinner on August 24th. 

There will be more photos from the potluck dinner in the fall newsletter. 
 
 

 
Cape Cod Hydrangea Society 
P.O. Box 681 
South Dennis, MA 02660 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Sun tolerance: partial sun 
Bloom size: 3 to 6" 
Mature size (feet): 4 x 4 
Cut flower use: yes 
Fall color: no 

The latest newsletter from Hydrangeas Plus mentioned 
H.m. ‘Vanilla Swirl’, shown at the left. As of mid-August 
there were 10 left in stock. Just in case you’re 
interested… 

H.m. ‘Vanilla Swirl’ 


